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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 3

p-m., and read prayers.
BILL--LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT,

Introduced by the Chief Secretary and
read a first time,

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resemed from the previens day.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (Fast} [3.7]: The
Bill which deals with the franchise of the
Legislative Couneil has been given publicity
among a small section of the people only.
There has been no outery for an extension
of the franchise and T have heard no-one
complain abont it. As a matter of faet,
owing to the present financial position, a
person living in any sort of a dwelling,
even a glorified fowlhouse, could qualify
for the Couneil franchise.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not so. A
fowlhouse would not be worth 15s. a week.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Practically any
sort of a building would be worth that in

these days. The only people keen on this
move are Labourites.

Hon. &, Fraser: This is vour {Govern-
ment’s Bill.

Hon. (. ¥. BAXTER: The question of

the Legislalive Council is merely a stalking
horse for Labour members. They are always
alaiming that this Fouse has been destruc-
tive in its dealing with legislation. How,
with all the beneficial industrial legislation
that is on the statute hook, ean this House
be described as autoeratic? That legisla-
tion could not have heen passed but for the
action of the Legislative Couneil? The Bill
now bhefore the House differs very slightly
from that submitted last year. That mea-
sure was rejected, beeause the voting was
three short of the requisite statutory majo-
rity. Now we have a measure that is prae-
tically similay to that dealt with on that
oceasion. As to the Council franchise, it
would hp interesting to look back a few
years and consdider what improvement has
taken place in the enrolments for this
Chamber.

[ recolleet a Seleet Committee, of which
I was chairman,. dealing with electoral
matters and during the course of his evi-
dence the Chief FElectoral Officer stated
that the then Government—it was a Labour
Government that had heen in office for years
—had heen approached by the department
time and again, but it would not provide one
penny-piece for the purifying of the Coun-
eil rolis. On the other hand, money was
found for dealing with the Legislative As-
sembly volls. What an astounding thing
that was! The Government spent money
on the Assembly rolls, notwithstanding that
it was a matter of compulsory enrolment
and that penalties attached to non-enrol-
ment, vet eould not find a penny to spend
on the purification of the Council rolls!
Why? The Labour people do not want the
Council rolls improved. They want them {o
remain in such a condition that they are
able to say that owing to the position being
such, they eannot do this and eannot do thai.
There are some amendments to be moved at
the Committee stage and I shall have some-
thing to vay about them later on.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: Your pariy wants the
Bill. _
Hon. A, Thomson: How do you know?

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: What does the
hon. member mean by that? We are in a
position quite different from Mr. Gray and
his Labour collcagues. We are bound to
the party platform only. We are not re-
quired to attend meetings at which decisions
are made confrolling our actions. We have
freedom of action in Parliament.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is exactly what we
have.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Oh, no!
Hon, G. Frager: Oh, ves!

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: The bon. member
cannot put that over this House. We know
that he and his colleagues are hound hy the
devisions of party meetings.  They arve
hound hand and foot.

Hon. G, Fraser: You know nothing about
it

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, [ dn.

Hon. G. Fraser: We are free, too.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr., Williams let
the cat out of the bag in this Chamber. He
told us what went on and that he would not
he bound in that manner. The result was
that he was sacrificed by his Labour friends.
Mr, Fraser afid his colleages would he sacri-
ficed as well if they did not come to heel.
The Labour Party is the one section that
makes the Legislative Couneil a party
House,

Hon. E. H. Gray: And you do not!

Hon. C. . BAXTER: I have had a long
parliamentary experience and I know that
when I was Leader of this House, members
of my own party voted against me and
Labour members supported me. With the
present Government, we find the Labour
members supporting it as they did other
Governments in the past. It is all very
well to put these tales over new mem-
bers who have not been here long enough
to realise the position, but they will
soon recognise that Labour members are
bound down.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Have von not some
obligation to your leader?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We have an obliga-
tion to our platform.
Hon. . Bennetts: The same as we have.
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Hon. C, F. BAXTER: Mr. Heenan
spoke well about democracy. I must com-
pliment that hon. member on the manner
of delivery he adopfed in one of the nicest
speeches I have heard him make in this
House—but I did not agree with his matter.
When he started to talk gbout democracy,
I was amused. The Labour Party is the
last that should talk about democracy;
there is not much that is demoeratie ahout
that party. I shall not speak at length on
the measure, for we have about 40 Bills to
deal with and the session is expected to end
on the 9ih,

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: On the ninth
Bill?

Hon. . F."BAXTER: No, on the 9th
December, aithough I certainly do not anti-
cipate finishing on that date. I shall sup-
port the Bill with a view to its being
amended in three direetions, but if that does
not happen, T shall vote against it. T will
not hide my light under a bushel in that
vespeet. One of the main objections in the
past to this Flouse by some agitators—and
there are some on our own side—has been
that it has no power over finance. Not a
word has heen said on that point since, A
case has not been put uwp to justify the need
for any drastic alteration in the franehise
for the Couneil.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Why should not women
get the vote?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Women are entitled
to the vote if they are property owners. What
Mr. Gray would like would be the state of
afiairs that prevails in the Commgnwealth
Parliament, where the Senate is only the
mouthpiece of another place. Mr. Gray
wants us to follow that course, but the
people have a safeguard in the Council at
present. One of the greatest Lahour
leaders of our day once said, “Thank God
for the Legislative Counecil.” I do not hesi-
tate to say that all the Labour members of
another place, and of this Chamber also,
would repeat that remark of the late Mr.
Collier. We must exercise great carc in
dealing with the franchise for this House,
otherwise it will he of little use to the
people. I support the second reading on
the ynderstanding that my amendments on
the notice paper will be agreed to. It not,
T reserve the right to vote against the third
reading of the Bill.
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HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [3.17]: I
support the second reading. 1 desire at
this juncture to express my displeasure at
the erude abuse of this Chamber by some
members of another place. 1t is not that
such abuse does this House harm; I think it
does some goodg.as more than one person
has remarked to me, “At least, you have
some dignity in your Chamber.” That
rather puts another place in a lower cate-
gory. But such abuse by one place of an-
other does the whole parliamentary system
much harm. It lowers members in the eyes
of the public and is greatly to be regretted.

I admit that the people who indulge in
such erude language are men of no standing
and who are held in little respeet by the
public. Their very language is indicative
of their background and their standing in
the community. The Labour Party, in my
opinion, is most unwise in endeavouring to
lower the prestige of this House.  That
party must be aware of the infiltration of
Communism into its ranks, and should that
prove suceessful and this House is abolished,
we shall be close fo a complete dictatorship
in this State. The Communists have got into
another party; that is admitted on all sides.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Who admits it?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Many members of the
hon, member’s ewn party. It has been stated
in the Press from time to time that in New
South Wales union secretaries and presidents
of uniong have admitted infiltration of Com-
munists into their unions,

Hon. G. Fraser: There is none in the
ALP.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Only the other day
unions disobeyed the recommendations of
their own officers at the dictates of a Com-
munistie element within the unions.

Hon. G. Fraser: Where did you read that?

Hon. L. CRAIG: That was the last hig
strike.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Where?

Hon. L. CRAIG: In Sydney; and in Mel-
bourne the other day.

Hon, E. M. Davies:
pened here.
ACT.U.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Labour Party is
affiliated with it.

Hon. G. Fraser: No, it is a different party
sitogether.

That has not hap-
You are referring to the

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. L. CRAIG: The peint I make is
that, by lowering the prestige of parlia-
mentary institutions, we are getting closer
to the time when Parliament will have little
to say in the government of the country. If
we had only one House today, things would
be different.

Hon. E. M. Davies:
House in Queensland.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Would you take Queens-
land as a well-governed State?

Hon. . Fraser: I have heard a lot of
praise of Queensland.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I myself have praised
Queensland; it is an enormously rich and
besutiful country ruined by its Government.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do you not think
that the Press and the public, by lg‘normg
this Chamber, are deoing the same work in
a different way as the Communist Party?

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Press, as the hon.
member knows, publishes stuff that is news
whieh is avidly read by the people of lower
intellect.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The minority.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes. To get hack to the
Bill: As I have said here before, there are
principles involved in the franchise for the
Legislative Couneil. T have no quarrel
with people who would say that they are
wrong principles, but as long as they re-
main, we must stick to them, T refer parti-
cularly to the principle of a property vote.
The whole franchise- for the Upper House
is based on a property gualification. The in.
dividual does not come into it. If anvone
said that that is wrong, I would reply, “All
right, that is your opinion.” But the whole
franchise for this Chamber is based on pro-
perty, a stake in the country. This was
done in the early days for a very good rea-
son, so that people who are here today and
gone tomorrow will have no substantial say
in the permanent government of the coun-
try. That is very sound indeed.

Hon. G. Fraser: From your point of view.

Hon. L. CRAIG: And it bas worked. The
House of Lords in England still remains
and England is the best governed country
in the world.

Hon. G. Fraser: The House of Lords has
not the power this House has.

Hon, L. CRATG: Perhaps that is why the
(Government in England i5 deteriorating to-

There is only one
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day. Members no doubt are aware that not
so long ago Mr. Hawke, when in the Eastern
States, boasted that Western Australia led
the Commonwealth in its social legislation,
in spite of the most powerfu! Legislative
Couneil in the Empire. Therefore, we have
not done so badly. In spite of the views
of various members on the principle of the
property qualifieation, it has worked. The
Bible says, “By their fruits ye shall know
them.” Should we not judge the Government
of this country on its fruits, on its results?
Has it not worked well?

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do you imply that
it is perfect?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, but I say it has
worked. If the franchise for this Chamber
is not based on property, then the whole
principle breaks down and there is no rea-
son for this Chamber. The present system
of franchise has worked well. We have had
no public demand for s chenge., I myself
have never heard the slightest demand for a
change of the franchise, I believe this has
all heen worked up with a view to belitiling
the Government and the parliamentary in-
stitution, and I am afraid it will have a bad
effect on the public.

Hon. G. Fraser: Yon go round in cireles.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The least we can do is
to try to establish a high regard in the
public for our parliamentary institution,

Hon. E. M. Heenan: What do you think
of Mr. McLarty's amendments?

Hon. L. CRAIG: T think one of them is
good.

Hon,
motives?

Hon. L. CRAIG: They are always the
highest. Even if Mr. McLarty's motives
are not always right, they are high and he
should not be abused for trying to do what
in his opinion is right. This is ¢ House of
review, and it wonld be well for us to fune-
tion in the same high way as we have done
in the past. Now, te get down to the Bill
I have been floating, In my opinion, a flat
is a house, and therefore we must allow resi-
dents of flats to vote for the Council. When
the franchise for the Council was established,
there were no such things as flats, which are
a modern trend.

E. M. Heenan: What are his

Hon. E, H. Gray: Give women the vote
for the Couneil.
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Hon. L. CRAIG: Why bring women into
the pictare? The question of sex does mot
arise so far as the franchise for this Cham-
ber is concerned. Suppose only women at
present had the franchise for this House,
then the word “hnsband” would have to he
included in the Bill. It is the person who
owns the property who has the vote.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt; Or the person who
rents if.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, the occupier
Members are only bringing women into the
question for the same reason that they
brought soldiexs into it. This dragging in
of soldiers is degrading. It is done for a
purpose whick was never intended.

Hon. E. M, Heenan: Who dragged them
in?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I wonld not like to meu-
tion names. Soldiers have been dragged in
by members with tears in their eyes. Tt ig
not very elevating.

Hon. E, M, Heenan: It is the policy of
the returned soldiers’ own executive.

Hon. L. CRAIG: And the people who
are doing it are the people who denied pre-
ference to soldiers not so long ago. With
tears in their eyes, they now say, “Is not
a soldier entitled to vote for his ecountry¥”
The tears dropped to the floor in bucketfuls.
It is all wrong. The same thing has beem
done in respect of widows and children, Let
us try to deal with these Bills on their
merits,

Personal Exzplanation,

Hon. E. M. Heenan: T rige to a point of
order. There have not been many speakers
on this Bill, and therefore I take it that Mr.
Craig’s remarks refer to them. I was one.
If T did make any reference to soldiers, T
did not do so with tears in my eves which
dropped in bucketfuls on to the floor.
These extravagant innuendoes made by
Mr. Craig are utterly untrue. If he has re-
ferred to me I ask for a withdrawal.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: But you did
not ery, so he could not have referred to
you.

The President: I take it that Mr. Craig
did not refer in any way to the hon, mem-
ber and I therefore accept this as a per-
sonal explanation,
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Debate Resumed.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I was not in the House
whern Mr., Heenan made his speech and I
had no iden that he had made reference to
soldiers, 1 was not referring to speeches
in this House only, but from time fo time
soldiers have heen dragged in and used for
this purpose. I think it is to he regretted.
I am sorry if Mr. Heenan has taken it upon
himself to think [ was endeavouring to in-
sult him in some way, because that was far
from my mind. T hope the House wil] not
break down the principle of property. If
it does so, we might as well jot everything go
and have Legilsative Council elections on the
same lines as Senate elections.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Why not compulsory
voting ¢

Hon. L, CRAIG: Either the present
system is right, or it is not. Women do
not come into it at all. It is a question of
who is the landlord, and who the tenant.
Then there is the question of whether we
are to allow » man a vote for the propevty
he owns, If it is accepted that we should,
plural voting must be allowed. If we say
that the vote is not necessarily a property
vole we ean decide that cach person shall
have one vote only. I think the prineciple
of property should remain, and T support
the second reading.

HON. R. M. FORREST (North) [3.37]:
T support the second reading, and I think
the provision dealing with flat dwellers is
splendid. After seeing some of the places I
have visited, and knowing that the ocenpants
of such premises have the vote, I am convinced
there is an anomaly when I realise that the
occupanis of some of our big modern flats,
with rentals of six or seven guineas a week,
are denied a vote. 1 cannot support any
move to do away with plural voting. T am
gorry the Government did not ineclude in
the measure provisions to give the rate-
payers of pastoral leases a vote. It must
be remembered that pastoral leases in the
north are sometimes rented as high as
£1,000 per year, and yet the ratepayer has
no vote——

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
He has a vote.

Hen. R. M. FORREST: The leascholder
has a vole, bui the ratepayer has not, where-
as in other areas the ratepayer who pays
8s. per week in rent is given a vote. T am
sorry the Government has not endeavoured

[COUNCIL.]

to reetify that anpmaly. As to the question
of the wives of ratepayers being given a
vote—I deo not think that will make any
difference. The wife should have a vole it
she has the qualification. There are plenty
of women oy the voli now, with the requisite
qualifications. There is one =section of
opinion that wishes to do away with plural
voting and another that wishes to retain it,
and when the Bill is in Committee T must
resetve the right to vete as I think fit.

HON. G. FRASER {West) [3.035]: 1
could not let this hardy annual pass without
having a few words to say about it. T was
surprised at the attitnde of Mr. Baxter who
said, during the course of his speech, that
he was chairman of a certain Select Com-
mittee. That reminds me that that Select
Commitlee recommended much of what this
Bill is intended to do, and yet we have the
member who wns chairman of that Commit-
tee, whieh recommended that votes he given
to eertain people, apposing the Bill now he-

fore us. Tt is hard to understand.
Hon. C. F. Baxter: T am not opposing
the Bill

Hon. G. FRASER: When the Bill is in
Comiuittee, the hon. member is going to op-
pose the provisions that the Select Commit-
tee recommended.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Select Commit-
tee did not say anvthing ahout plural
voting.

Hon. G. FRASER No, but I know how
the hon. member voted last year, and how
he will vote on this occasion. The Seleet
Committee recommended votes for the wives
of householders.

Hon. C. . Baxter: But it did not recom-
mend anything about plural veting.

Hon. G. FRASER : No, bat the hon. mem-
her now opposes some of the recommenda-
tions of that Seleet Committee. It seems a
peculiar attitude to adopt and savours of
double dealing.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculbure:
He has seen the light.

Hon. G. FRASER: T hoped he would,
but evidently he has not seen the light. Mem-
hers of the Country Party at one time
tacked on to themselves the word “democra-
tic” and yet when a Bill secking to make
this Chamber more democratie is introduced
they oppose it. I think many people trade
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under false colours. The attitnde of a lot
of members is remarkable, They deny one
section of the people a vote, but will give
certain others as many as 10 votes. I can-
not understand that attifude. One repre-
sentative of the North Provinee will have
nothing to do with abolishing plural voting,
but at the same time denies the right of
a vote to other people who are mentioned
in the measure and who have no vote at all.
All we seek to do is to give a vote to the
wives of houscholders.

Hon. L., CRAIG: Who are “we"?

Hon. G. FRASER: I am one of them
and I think the wife of a householder is
entitled to a vote.

Hon. G. Bennetts: I think the housewives
should eut off the tucker of those who o
not support the provision,

Hon. G. FRASER: The wife has most to
do with building up the home. Just be-
canse the law regards the hushand as the
householder, he gets the vote. There is no
justification for that. If a woman does not
get married but rents a houmse in the “red
light” area; she is given a vote; whereas if
she marries and rears a family, she is denied
it.

Hon. A. Thomson: I do not think your
analogy is a good one.

Hon. G. FRASER: It is, because one
woman is producing and the other is not.
We deny a vote to the woman who is pro-
ducing and doing something good for the
country but the other one, who, of course,
serves a purpose, is given a vote. All the
Bill seeks to do is to give the wife of a
householder a vote, which is long overdue.
If we keep pegging away for long enough
she will eventually get it. Woe believe that
in the end justice will prevail and that mem-
bers of this Chamber will see the light and
so cast their votes that the wives of house-
holders will in turn be given the right to
vote. :

During his remarks, Mr. Baxter spoke of
matters abont which he knew nothing and
said his party only signed for its platform.
He then went on to say that certain other
members, including myself, were bound
down by other deeisions. That showed his
ignorance in the matter, becanse representa-
tives of the Labour Party are honnd hy
nothing but their platform. The hon. men-
her can shake his head, but I have been &
member of the Labour Party for a long
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time and I challenge him to produce any
facts to show the contrary to be the case. 1
can point to portions of the platform indi-
cating that a member of this party is bound
by the platforin of the party and nothing
else.

Hon. F. R. Welsh: Are yon bound on this
Bill?

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes, because it affects
the party’s platform. I do not think that
more than four or five Bills in a session are
such that members of my party are bound
with regard to them. We are the freest
members in this House.

Hon. A. Thomson:
funny stories.

Hon. G. FRASER: I reeall that during
the term of the previous coalition Govern-
ment, legislation was disenssed in the party
room and members were bound when it
came into the House.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Legislative Counecil
members ¢

Hon. G. FRASER: Some legislative
Council members. I am satisfied from
actions in the past few years that some
members here are bound by nothing, not
even promises they made from the platform
at election time. Last night one member
said that because the Government introduced
last session—in keeping with its promise to
the people—a Bill that was defeated, there
was no need to bring such a measure down
again. He said that should be the finish
of it.

Hon. W. R. Hall: That is what they are
going to do with this measure?

Hon. G. FRASER: That is only a confi-
dence trick. When members promise the
people that they will introduee legisiation,
and then make arrangements for it lo he
defeated, with the idea of saying then that
they have earried out their promises, things
have come to a preity pass. A promise
made on the platform is a solemn promise
and every endeavour should be made to
honour it,

Hon. 1. M. A. Cunningham: When you
speak of arrangements being made for a
measure to be defeated, you are simply
drawing an inference.

Hon. G. FRASER: And a pretty good
one, judging by the attitnde of many mem-
bers. During the term of the previous coali-

Tell us some more
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tion Government, almost all if not all of the
legislation intreduced was discussed at
party meetings before its introduction.

Hon. A. Thomson: How do you know?

Hon. 3. FRASER: We know. We even
had the spectacle of one member of another
place spesking against a Bill and saying
that nevertheless he had to vote for it.

Hon. A. Thomson: That happens even in
this House on oceasions.

How. G. FRASER: It happened in an-
other place. Members there ‘were bound
on every Bill introduced, bub the only Bills
on which we are bound are those that affect
the party platform.

Hon. A. Thomson: I did nob see you go-
ing against Bills introduced by your
Government,

Hon. G. FRASER: No, because that Gov-
ernment introduced legislation that we be-
lieved in, and we supported it without heing
hound fo do so.

Hon, A. Thomson: You were bound to
support those measures, or you wonld not
again have been selected.

Hon. . FRASER: The hon. member is
entirely wrong. Members of my party are
bound only by the platform. No legislation
introduced by any Labour Government is
dizeussed in Caucus exeept that which
affecty the party platform.

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: On a point of order,
Mr. President, is it eompetent for a mem-
ber to diseuss the proceedings that ensne in
party rooms with relation to a Bill which
deals with an amendment to the franchise
of the Lepistative Couneil,

The PRESIDENT: I must ask Mr.
Fraser to confine his remarks to the Bill

Hon. G. FRASER: I was merely making
an ineidental reference, Mr. President. I
have given the Honse my attitude on the
main points of the Bill regarding the house-
holder. The other points have been referred
to in debate and T was endeavouring to puk
members on the right track. They were
not pulled up when making long statements
and I just seized the opportunity of correct-
ing them. I hope we will nof have any
more wild accusations made in this Cham-
her regarding those particular phases.

I seriously support the Bill because it is
long overdue. The seetion of the com-
munity that will be covered by it should
kave received the privilege many years ago.

[COUNCIL.]

If the names of electors on the roll are
examined, particularly those of womenfolk,
I think it will be found that there are
137,000 women on the Legislative Assembly
roll of whom only 24,000 are on the roll for
the Legislative Council. I cannet under-
stand the attitude of the women’s organisa-
tions and the Women’s Parliament,

Hon, L. Craig: They are not concerned.

Hon. . FRASER: They should be con-
cerned. They seem to be concerned with the
other activities of members of Parliament
because they wanted a woman on the Milk
Board. Here we have legislation which is
attempting to give to their particular sex
a say in the running of the country and not
one word is heard from them. It seems
astounding to me that they have neglected
the interests of their sex to that extent. I
believe that section of the community is
well worthy fo be given a vote.

If women were given a vote it would be
found thet there would be a large increase
in the provinee polls, The women would
not only vote but they would see that their
busbands did their duty. It is the duty of
a person to Teeord his vote on every possible
oceasion. 1 do not know whether members
are afraid that they might lose their seats
if the Bill reaches the statute book, How-
ever, even if they do not reeord their
vote, they should have the privilege of
heing on the roll and vote if they so desire.
I support the second reading and I hopg
the Bill will be carried without amendment.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West} [3.50]
It seems that if we want some impassioned
speeches we need omly a Bill of this
description. Yesterday I listened to an
exiremely delightful speech from my
friend B % Heenan who kindly singled me
out as a brand that might be snatched from
the burning, and as one who may even he
persuaded to vote for the Bill. I want tc
tell Mr. Heenan and other members thai
down the years I have consistently said
that when another place sets about some
reform on their own behalf. T would be ¢
little more kindly disposed to any question
of reform in this House. Consequently, ]
propose to vote for the second reading, as
evidence of good faith in that regard.

There is not a great deal in the Bill, 1
think we are agreed, on the question of
flats, that people have been more or less
foreed to live in them as 2 result of the
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war. I supposa there are hundreds, and
probably thousands of people living in
flats who, if they had their own way, would
be living in smaller cottage dwellings with
gardens and a little more freedom. We
must recognise that fact and say, ‘‘Very
well, you are unable to live in the type of
dwelling that yon prefer and must live in
a flat and therefore it is a fair thing that
you should be eligible to vote.’’ There-
fore, I propose to support that portion of
the Bill.

I do not view the question of plural vot-
ing in the same light. It is only a few
months ago since I had the illustration of
a good friend of mine in Kalgooriie who
has been a stalwart of the Labour Party
all his life. I have not diseussed plural
voting with him as he believed in its oboli-
tion. A year or two ago, however, he pur-
chased a piece of land in a seaside town
with the idea of going there one day to
hive, He had his own home in Kalgoorlie.
The people were divided on a little move-
ment in that seaside town, and a refer-
endum was looming. My friend, wrote to
me and wanted to koow all the particulars
of the question. He said, ‘T will be get-
ting into this; my vote will be there.’’

That is an illustration of how men
favour a plural vote. That is where argu-
ments against plural voting fall down, be-
cauge when it comes to a man’s own per-
sonal interesis he rightly says, “*If they
propose to do that down there, I want to
have a say.’”’ He wants a vote where he
lives, and one where he has his other in-
terests. The same principle applies here,
I do not want to repeat so many times that
a man may have very big interests in one
part of the State and large interests in
another, and it should be quite reasonahle
for him to have a vote in each part. Deal-
ing with the question of a vote for wives,
Mr. Fraser gave us some figures just now
which were rather interesting. I under-
stood him to say that there were 137,000
women on the Assembly roll who could be
or should be eligible to be placed on the
Couneil roll.

Hon. L. Craig: No, that is not right.

Hon. W, J. MANN: That is what ¥
understood him to say. If he did say that,
then there are 115,000 leff for Labopr
members of this Chamber to conecern thent-
selves with if the proposal before us 'is
earried into effect. T could visualise some of

-
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our more glamorous members, say Mr. Hall
and Mr. Heenan, becoming very busy when
they returned to their provinee hunting
up all the wives, particularly the younger
ones, to ascertain whether they were en-
rolled. Possibly I could suggest also that
Mr. Boylen and Mr. Bennetts would be
watehing the newspapers to see the mar-
riage notices, getting in touech with the
newly-married ecouples and almost quorrel-
ling as to how they would get them to
record their votes.

Hon. G. Bennpefts: You may be sure I
would be at the church waiting.

Hon, W, J. MANN: Mr. Fraser might

.also he watching to see what women could

be put on the roll. Of course, I would not
like to see any quarrel amongst the mem-
bers concerned, but I would warn them
that there are many pitfalls ahead of them
if this Bill goes through with their sup-
port. On many occasions, the Government
of which we are supporters, has brought
down legislation with which we are not in
accord. It proves the freedom of members
of this Chamber that we are able to sup-
port or oppose any such legislation. That
18 the beanty of our side of politics; there
is no compulsion. Never yet have I been
told how I shall vote. If the Leader told:
me how I had to vote, he might have some-
thing coming to him; I am not too sure.

There is no need to worry unduly
whether wives are put on the roll or not.
Some two and a half years ago, when I was
on my election campaign, everywhere ¥
spoke I was careful to refer to Legislative
Council affairs, particularly as to whetber
the abolition of this Chamber was thought
by people to be desirable or not. In every
case, the retort received, when I had one at
all, was that the Legislative Council should
be left as it is. Generally speaking, people
were not interested in electoral reform, and
I have never heard any complaint on that
issue. There was perhaps one gentleman,
1 think he was a union steward, a young
man who had nothing to learn about poli-
ties in this or any other country. His
advice was that the Council should be
abolished. I intend to vote for the sccond
reading of the Bill and to support that
portion of it dealing with flats. I will
have nothing to do with the abolition of
plural voting and will not support the
giving of the franchise to wives other than
is already set out in the Aet.
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HON. W, R. HALL (North-East) [3.58]:
Mr. Mann has referred to me and thus
brought me info the picture. I cannof
allow the oceasion to pass without having
a few words to say on this Bill which,
after all, is a hardy annual. Although I
intend to support it, I feel that its fate is
senled. One has only to listen to the
speches of members and to glance at their
faces to know that, whilst they will pass
the second reading, they will mutilate it in
Committee.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You must have been
erystal-gazing.

Hon., W. R. HALL: One does not require

to look very deeply into a crystal to know-

that. I can tell by the look on members’
faces what will happen. Some members
would have us helieve that the Lahouv
Party brought this Bill down. No doubt
that party has brought down severa! such
Bills in previous years, but on this oceca-
sion the Bill has been brought down by the
McLarty-Watts (fovernment. It is there-
fore up to members of those two parties
to see that it passes into law.

Hon. G. Bennetfs: What was done to
one member of this House when he snp-
ported a similar Bill¢

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The public
decided that.

Hon. W. R. HALL: The eriticism that
has been levelled at the Labour Party for
supporting legislation of this sort is not
warranted.

Nitting suspended from 4.0 to 4.15 p.m.

Hon. W, R, HALL: One would think
this Bill was brought down by the Labour
Party, whereas it has been introdmced by
the McLarty-Watts Government which is
to be eommended for its action. It has
done the right thing hy the people, and it
is trying to keep the promises it made. If
members in this House who helong to the
(Government parties give their support to
the Bill, they will be doing something in
the interests of the people of the State.
The measure seeks to give the wives of
householders a vote, and they are justly
entitled to it. I know members of this
House who are living in flats, and I take
it the Bill will give them a vote and their
wives also. Last Saturday there were
mupicipal elections in Kalgoorlie and a
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‘large vote was cast, aceording to the fig-

ures in ‘‘The Kalgoorlie Miner.”’

Hon. A. Thomson: Many of them must
have been householders.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Yes. It is nice to
see the women taking an interest in local
government affairs, and also those of the
country. The Bill eould make the fran-
chise mueh wider. Enrolment has heen
difficult because in some cases where a
hushand and wife have rented a residence,
if the wife bas gone to the couneil office
to pay the rates she has automatically been
put on the rate-book and so has been able
to claim a vote in connection with the
house. That is what happens in many
instances on the Goldficlds. The Bill will
eliminate much of that trouble in conneec-
tion with flat-dwellers and oecupiers.
Married couples who have been forced,
through no fault of their own, to live in
flats should not be debarred from having a
vote ns they have some sort of a stake in
the eountry. Mr. Forrest spoke of a per-
son not having a qualification for the vote
in respect of a property he mentioned. That
would be wrong. If application were made
in that ease, the person coneerned would be
entitled to be put on the Legislative Coun-
cil roll.

Members have already given serious con-
sideration to the Bill and I think their
minds are made up. Each year as a
similar measure is brought down, more
earnest consideration shounld be given to it.
As My, Fraser has said, it is becoming a
hardy annual. It is time we did something
about it instead of more or less making a
joke of it. The Government iz to he eom-
mended for introducing the Bill, and its
representatives here should vote for it. I
know the Labour members in the Council
will support it.

EON. R. J. BOYLEN (South) [4.22]: 1
support the seeond reading. Much has been
made of the properiy qualification for the
franchise to eleet & member for this House.
What seems to have been forgotten is that
in the case of the majority of working
people who own their homes, the pro-
perty is vested in either one party or the
other, but actually belongs to both. Only
one, however, has an opportunity to vote
for this Chamber. If both husband and
wife were given the vote, it would probably
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encourage disecussions on political matters
in the home, and they would cast a much
more intelligent vote than at present. Mr.
Logan stated there was no popular de-
mand for this type of legislation. That
statement is incorrect.

I know that on the ’'fields at every
election pumerous people ask, ““When are
we going to be permitted to be enrolled for
the Legislative Council in a manner similar
to what we are for the Legislative
Assembly.’”” The Legislative Council does
not only legislate for people owning pro-
perty. All the legislation enaeted in
another Chamber has to come before us,
and in many instances measures are dealt
with here before going to the Legislative
Assembly. All sections of the commumity,
therefore, have an intevest in the Legislative
Council, but very few people have an
opportunity of eleeting its members. I
intend to support the provision to give the
right to vote to a hushand or wife of a
householder. Even then, the franchise
would extend to only about 50 per eent.
of adults in dwellings, because, in addi-
tion to the hushand and wife, who would
have the vote, many adults would be liv-
ing under the same roof, but the Bill would
not refer to them.

It was also stated by Mrv. Logan that if
there were a majority of Labour members
in the Legislative Counecil, this House
would not be warranted. Those remarks
will also apply when anti-Labour forces
are in the majority. We do nof suggest
that n veflection of that nature should be
made in the event of there being a majority
of Labour members in this House. Most
flat-dwellers do not live in flats by choice
but by force of circumstances. While some
may prefer to live in flats for a start, be-
cause they think their responsibilities would
uot be as great as if they owned their own
homes, it is wsually not long before they
want their own home. They should be able
to elect their representative in this Chamber.
I support the-second reading.

HON. H. TUCKEEY (Sonth-West) [4.26]:
Whatever merits the Bill possesses, it
cannot be said that it has been brought
down as the result of a demand by the
people. In the 12 or 14 years T have heen
in this House I have not known the country
people, or for that matter those in the
metropolitan area, express a desire to have
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legislation similar to this introduced. On
this occasion we have listened to one or
two fairly fiery speeches by Labour mem-
bers, but we must remember that the aboli-
tion of this Chamber is a plank of their
party’s platform. So we can understand
the heat with which some of them speak at
times.

If there is one thing more than another
that bas antagonised members of this
Chamber against the Legislative Assembly,
it is the abuse or criticism that has been
indulged in in #nother place. It has
emanated, of course, from only a few mem-
bers, and they are mainly responsible for
the agitation that has existed for the lib-
eralising of the Legislative Council fran-
chise.  We all recognise that of reeent
vears many people have been forced to live
in flats. A great number of those flats are
better than some of the cottages which
people oceupy. I have for some time
thought they were entitled to a vote. I
venture the opinion that the majority of
members here would have agreed to that
concession years ago, but it has been difMf-
cult to deal with the matter without bring-
ing in other amendments to whieh the
majority of members would not agree.

It is all very well to talk about passing
the second reading of the Bill, but we do
not know where it will finish, While
some members may agree to the clause
dealing with flats, they may not be pre-
pared to agree to the whole Bill by the
time it has been finally dealt with. There
might be other amendments that they do
not like. There has, therefore, been a dis-
inclination on the part of members to do
mueh about the position in connection with
flats. I think, however, that the time has
arrived when we should grant this con-
cession, I hope the second reading will he
carried. A great deal has been said about
the Government introducing the legisla-
tion. I cannot see anything wrong with
that. We know that pressure has heen
brought to bear on the members of the
present Government for years.

Members would make it appear that
there is an outery throughout the State
for legislation of this kind. Members
know as well as I do that such a state of
affairs does not exist. When it is all boiled
down it is nothing more than a storm in
a teacup. We must realise that there are
thousands of people qualified to have their
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names on the roll, but they do not hother
about it. Why should womenfolk be given
the opportwnity to vote when thousands of
husbands have the qualifications but do not
take the trouble to fill in eards and register
their votes? There is a good deal of eye-
wash about this, and T am sure that so far
as the people generzlly are concerned they
would not care twe hoots if the Bill were
defeated again. That is my candid
opinion. :

Hon. G. Fraser: You are speaking of
your people, of course.

Hon. H. TCCKEY: 1 think the hon.
member’s people are in the same boat except
the few that have to toe the mark at Trades
Hall oceasionally, and that is where most
of the trouble has emanated. If it were
left to the Labour members of this Chamber
I think there would be very little alteration
in the franchise. It suits some members
of another place to abuse this House and
{0 make uncalled for accusations against
members. That kind of thing does not help
very munch in getting legislation such as
this passed. I, like other members, will
vote for the second reading, but I will not
pledge myself to vote for all the clanses
in the Bill.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West} [4.32]: I
have no intention of speaking at any length
on the Bill.

Hop. H, Hearn: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: T thank the hon.
member for that interjection! I have listened
to the debate and there have been some
logieal arguments as well as some illogical
ones. I have always looked with a certain
amount of pride wpon the faet that the
parlinmentary system of this State fol-
lows along the lines of that of the Mother
Country. I regret to say that although
this House desires to still exist on the
franchise that has been in existence for
some considerabhle time, old conservative
England abolished plural voting in regard
to loeal government elections some 60 years
880,

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: On a totally
different franchise.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I do not think
it is. .

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: It i5s a nom-
inated House.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, E. M. DAVIES: I am not talking
about the House of Lords.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: But I am,

Hon. E, M. DAVIES: As far as local
government is concerned, plural voting was
abolished over 60 years ago. It appears
to me that whilst England was considered
in those days to be rather eonservative, it
did appear to realise that a certain amount
of injustice existed by giving plural votes.
It has been stated in this House during the
debate that only that respensible section
of the community having residential quali-
fications, should have a vote for the elee-
tion of representatives to this Chamber,
We find that in some distriets throughount
Western Australia, partieularly in the
goldmining areas and in the timber areas,
there are people who reside and rear their
families and who have to a certain extent
blazed the frail in the outback parts of the
State. Beeause they live in small homes
on timber concessions or mining conces-
sions, their homes are not considered to
have the annual rental value of £17. In
some cases the organisers of the parties
represented by some members of this House
have made it their business to raise objec-
tions to the enrolment of some of these
people.

If a man and his wife live in those
distriets and rear their family, they should
not be deprived of the right to vote for
a representative in this House. Those
people are of great national importance
to the State. The wife of a householder,
who is the mother of children, is reslly
the mother of this country. After all, the
country depends on the population and the
mother is the one who is ealled upon to
rear the family, and she should have some
say as to the representation in the Par-
liaments of this State. That alse applies
to some extent to people who live in flats.
During the war and since that time, people
have been compelled to seek shelter in
what may be termed flats, but whieh are
really only rooms in houses, but for which
they have to pay considerably more than
they would do for ordinary small dwellings.
Those people are-also responsible citizens,
but they are not entitled io a vote in the
elertion of representatives to this Chamber.

The time is long overdue when considera-
tion should he given to those partienlar
aspecis, and I feel that there are members
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of this House who are still prepared to
view the future through those retrospective
spectacles that their forefathers wore back
in the stone-nge, and they are not prepared
to make any progress at all. After listen-
ing to some of the debate, I am quite satis-
fied that same members have been travel-
ling that long in refrospect that they
have beecome lost in the mists of time. I
intend fo support the second reading be-
canse to my mind it is only right that the
people mentioned in the Bill should be
given an opporiunily to exercise a vote. 1t
is not a Bill to compel voting, but it docs
make provision for those people who so de-
sire to reeord their votes and to take somse
interest in the country in which they live.
Althongh it appears from the debate this
afternoon that some clanses in this Bill
will be defeated, I hope members, even nt
this late hour, will become repentant and
support the Bill in toto.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, H. S.
W. Parker — Metropolitan-Suburban — in
reply) [440]: I do not intend to take up
much time in replying to the various mat-
ters that have been raised in the debate.
The points that have been discussed
have been snswered, raised again and
answered, not only this year, but also in
years past. I am pleased to find that the
Bill will reach the second reading stage
and in Committee the various clauses may
then be debafed. I trust that we may be
able to get far more of the Bill through
than at present appears. In case I might
offend those who are about to support the
second reading, I will not detain them any
longer.

Question put.

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the Bill must be
passed by an abselute majority of mem-
bers, I have counted the House and
assured myself that there is an absolute
majority present. There being no dis-
sentient voice, I declare the gquestion duly
passed.

Question thns passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause l—agreed to.
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Clause 2—Amendment of Seetion 15:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I move
an amendment—

That in lines 5 to 7 of paragraph (b) the
words ‘‘or that he or she is the householder’s
husband or wife’’ he struck out and the
word ‘‘and’’ inserted in lieu.

This really gives a plural vote, one to the
wife and one to the husband,

Hon. L, Craig: That is not plaral voting.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It is
giving the husband two votes.

Hon. L. Craig: You do not know some
wives.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: There
has been no demand for it.

Hon. E. H. Gray: All the women’s
organisations want it

Hon., Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
women are the most aggressive people I
know when legislation such as this comes
hefore either House. I challenge the hon.
member to say that he has received any
letter at all from any women’s organisa-
tion.

Hon, E, H, Gray; They leave it to our
commonsense,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know
the Minister will endeavour to uphold the
attitnde adopied by another place and per-
mit wives who possess the necessary quali-
fications to have the vote, but I do not think
the provision in the Bill is required.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
Committee will not acecept the amendment.
For many years we have endeavoured to
allow wives to exercise the franchise in
connection with this Chamber. It is the
woman that is really the backbone of the
country, and she is entitled to the vote. I
feel sure the personnel of this Chamber
would show a vast improvement if women
were given the right to exercise the fran-
chise. Not only did the Seclect Committee
that dealt with electoral matters in 1944
but also other Select Committees have
recommended that this provision he made.
We should endeavour to keep the women-
folk interested in the political life of the
country, for they can implant in their
children a sense of responsihility.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The views pre-
sented by the Minister should appeal to
the Committee. Mr. Baxter and I wers
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members of a Select Committee in 1944 that
nuanimonsly recommended that this pro-
vision should be adopted. We can accept
Mr. Crnig’s point of view regarding the
[osition of those who have a stake in the
country, and at the same time agree to
the clause in the Bill because it applies
not to all wives but only to the wives of
householders. It does not affect wives who
are living in hoarding houses, hotels and
g0 on, As Mr. Cunningham pointed out

last night, there is a good deal of mis- -

understanding and the facts are that the
wife of cvery houscholder is entitled to a
vote for the Legislative Couneil. How-
ever, the present position is unsatisfactory.
The Bill will merely have the effeet of
endorsing a practice that exists at the
present time whereby both hushand and
wife, whose position enables them to
comply with the qualifications set out in
the Act, can exercise the franchise,

Hon. W. J. MANN: I support the
amendment. Mr. Heenan has made it guite
clear that the object of the provision is to
give legal effect to a practice that has grown
np, as a resutt, I helieve, of a ruling given
by the Crown Law Department. I hope
that some day legislation will be introduced
to prevent what is happening now and to
counteract the Crown Law ruling that really
has no effect in law at all,

Hon. E, H. GRAY : Mr. Mann is mistaken
in hig view. There may be a point in that
one must actually go to the municipal office
and pay the rates in order to comply com-
pletely with the law, but, as matters stand
today, there are many anomalies. For in-
stance, a son who might desire to take an
interest in loeal polities, might arrange
with his father to sllow him to pay the
rates.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Could not he pay
with someone else's cheque?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The wife is a most
important’ member of the family unit, but
she is not entitled to a vote unless she ean
comply with the requisite qualifications, Is
that justice? T challenge any member tn
nzme a women’s organisation that does nnt
seek this right,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Yon are throwing
challenges about! You tell us some that
want it.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: The Labour women's
orzanisations want it, as well as the House-
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wives' Association and other orgsnisations
engaged in social work. The present situz-
tion is very onfair and is a reflection upon
this House, Surely we are not afraid of
the women’s vote. Let us consider the thou-
sands of women throughout the British
Empire, who especially in the 01 Country
during the war period did such fine work
for the nation.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Has that anything to
do with the Bill?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is a recognition of
the work of women.

Hon. W. J. Mann: There is no need o
give us another lecture.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: T certainly expected
that Mr. Mann and Sir Charles Latham,
who is an Englishman, would be prepared
to show honour to the womenfolk for what
they have done.

Hon. W. J. Mann: More sob stuff!

Hon. K. H. GRAY: I irust the Commit-
tee will reject the amendment.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: 1
thank the hon. member for complimenting
me by snying that I am an Englishman. 1
am proud of it, but I am also an Australian
and I have spent a much longer period in
Australia than in the Old Country. I took
the trouble o ascertain how many women
voted for me at the recent election. Only
24 did so.

Hon, E. M, Heenan: Houghly, how many
were on the roll?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Close
on 800, buT many of them had been dead
for some years. Their names had not been
removed from the roll. The only bhody that
will benefit by this is the Labour Party,
whieh econtrols its members with an iron
hand. I have seen members of the Labour
party at polling places and have heard them
sy, “Go and get s0-and-s0; he will not vote
nnless you do.” If the party would remove
from its constitution the abolition of this
House, I think it might get more converts.

Hon. E, M. Heenan: Would you be one?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Quite
trauthfully, no. On the occasion when a
similar Bill was before us, only one member
outside the Labour Party supported it.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 wish to
vorrect that statement. I supported it, and
I got back.

Hon, G. FRASER: I would like to cor-
rect Sir Charles Latham’s statement ahout
the iron band. The Labowr Party was de-
feated at the last eleetion, which showed
that it had no iron hand.

Amendment put and a division tzken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. ‘. . .. 18
Noes .. .. .. 9
Majority for 9
AYESB.
Hon. ©. F. Baxter Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon, L. Ornig Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon, J. M. Cunningham Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon, H, A, C, Daffen Hon. C. H. Simpson
Hon. B. M, Forrest Hon, A. Thomson
Hon Sir Frank Gibson Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon, H. Hearn Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. J. G. Hislo Hon, ¥. R. Welsh
Hon. Sir C. G. Latham Hon, H. L. Roche
(Teller.)
NoEs.
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon, B. M. Heenon
Hon, R. J. Boylen Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hon, E. M, Davies Hon, 4. B. Woad
Hon, G. Fraser Hon. W. R. Hall
Hon. E. H. Gray (Teiler.)

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: On he-
half of Mr. Logan, I move an amendment—

That at the end of paragraph (b) the fol-
lowing proviso be added:—*'Provided that
where an elector is enrolled as a ratepayer in
respeet of any property sueh person shall be
deemed to be the householder.’!

There is a difference of opinion as to
whether an oecupier and a ratepayer are
to be eonsidered one person. A ruling by
the department in 1923 laid down—

A ratepayer is prima facie the occupier of
the premises rated; and where the husband and
wife are living together in the same house and
ong of them i3 enrolled on a ‘‘Ratepayer's’’
qualification for such house, it is not com-
petent for the other also to be enrolled on a
‘*Householder’a’’ qualifieation, as the ‘*House-
holder’'’ is the *‘Occupier’’ of the dwelling-
house, and, therefore, is the ratepayer. In
other words, the Ratepayer must be deemed
to be the Householder.

Subsequently to that rnling, the Crown Law
Department ruled that they were two dif-
ferent persons. Under the Road Distriets
Act, “Occupier” means the person by whom
or on whose behalf any land is actually oe-
cupied, or, if there iz no occupier, the per-
son entitled to possession, and includes any
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person in the unauthorised oceupation of
Crown land. Under the same Act, “Rate-
paver’” means the owner of the ratable land
who is rated or liable to be rated in respect
thereof. In the Municipal Corporations Act,
“Ratepayer” ineludes the oceupier of any
ratable land and the owner. It was never
intended that the occupier and the rate-
payer should be one person with two votes.
What happens now is that the husband gets
a qualification as a ratepayer and the wife
a qualification as an oceupier.

Hon, R. M. Forrest: Does that mean
that the wife cannot be put on the roll?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: 1
would not like to answer that guestion.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Itis too risky.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: If the
husband is the freeholder, I understand the
wife can get on the roll as oceunpier.

Members: No.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do ngt
think the amendment will have the effect the
hon. member desires.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Just the opposite.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It only
means that the ratepayer will be enroiled in
the ordinary way; but, for some reason or
other, for the purposes of the Act he will be
called a householder, The Constitution Aets
Amendment Act shows who are the rate-
payers, but I think that if someone pays
the rates on my house just for the purpose
of obtaining a vote, that is stretching the
intention of the Act.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Some are now put-
ting their wives up as the ratepayers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. 1 do
not think they are ratepayers in the siriet
sense of the word, though they may be pay-
ing the rates, I do not think the amendment
is being made in the correct plaee, or that
it means what is intended. The hon. mem-
ber might agree that progress be reported
for the time being.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The Bill pro-
poses to enlarge the franchise in some diree-
tions, but the amendment would bring in a
different proposition with far-reaching ef-
feets. 1If I owned a vacant block of rat-
able land— '

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: You could
not be the oceupier of a vacant block.
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Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I would be reg-
istered as the ratepayer and would be pre-
sumed to be the householder, though there
was n0 house on the block.

. Hon, G. Bennetts: You would go down
on the enrolment card as the householder.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: If I am owner
and ratepayer of a house, and rent it to
someone, the effect will be that I will be
presumed to be the householder, and the per-
son living in it will not. I do not think the
Committee should aceept the amendment.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: We
should look to the qualifications provided by
the Act, There is no reference there to the
oceupier.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The amend-
ment would not prevent the ratepayer be-
ing enrolled,

Progress reported.
- ]

BILL—SOUTH FREMANTLE OIL
INSTALLATIONS PIPE LINE.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Keading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.25]
in moving the second reading said: During
the war years the Commonwealth Govern-
ment erected oil tanks and subsidiary in-
stallations in Douro-road, South Fre-
mantle. These were for the purpose of fuel-
ing naval vessels, and if hon. members
will refer to the plan at the back of
the Bill they will observe that there are
seven tonks each of a million gallons
capacity. The tanks are connected by pipe
line to the North Wharf and to Hobbs
Jetty. The dotted line in the plan is, of
course, the railway line. There is no naval
use at present for the installations and the
Commonwealth Governmeni propose to
lease them to two oil companies, these heing
the Vacuum Oi! Company and Caltex Ltd.

Although it was not necessary to obtain
the State Parliament’s approval to the es-
tablishment of the installations, this being
done by the Commonwealth under its de-
fence powers, it is necessary that the Com-
monwealth’s action in leasing the installa-
tions be validated by this Parliament. It is
essential, also, that ihe rights of loeal am-

[COUNCIL.)

thorities through whose distriets the pipe
linge runs be protected. These local avthori-
ties are the Fremantle Munjeipal Couneil,
the Fremantle Road Board, the Commis-
sioner of Railways and the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust,

The Bill gives the operator, which means
the Commonwealth or the lessees of the
Commonwenlth property, power to use and
maintain the pipe line and to open, break
up or interfere with the soil or surface of
any road, street, bridge or reserve along
the route of the pipe line, for the purpoese
of any repairs ete. to the line. Before the
operator takes any such action he must, in
writing, advise the Minister for Works and
the local authorities at least three elear
days before commencing the work and must
also provide them with a plan of the pro-
posed work. In cases of emergency due to
accidents or defects in the line, the work
may be carried out without notice, but the
notice and the plan must be submitted later.
Any work must be completed by the opera-
tor without delay and he is responsible for
removal of all debris.

Provision is made for a penalty for any
act of delay, neglect or omission by the
operator and for the Minister or local au-
thority to complete any work not finished
properly by the operator, who would be
responsible for the costs of such eomple-
tion. If the pipe line is used by an operator
other than the Commonwealth the operator
shall be responsible for the payment of
rates to the Fremantle Municipal Counecil
and the Fremantle Road Board. These
will not be asgessed in the usual man-
ner, but will be calculated as an amount
equal to one-eighth per centum of the
amount actually received by the operator
for the sale of oil and liquid fuel
conveyed throwngh the pipe line during
the 12 months ended the 31st December
immediately preceding. The minimum
amount payable will be £100 annoually. This
amount must be paid prior to the end of
March in each year and will be apportioned
between the counecil and the road board ae-
eording to the length of the pipe line in
each authority’s distriet. The provisions eon-
cerning payment of rates may be varied by

*mutnal eonsent, I move—

« That the Bill he new read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
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_ In Committee, etc,
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading. ’

THE CHIEYT SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Snburban) [5.53]
in moving the second reading said: This
Bill is of some importanece and by various
provisions it alters ‘the law considerably
with a view to tightening up electoral prac-
tices. It is designed to amend the Aect so
that the rolls to be used at an election will
more nearly contain only the names of those
persons who have a right to be enrolled as
electors and to fzeilitate the work of the
Chief Electoral Officer in achieving this
objective. Seetion 7 gives aunthority
to the Governor during the temporary in-
capacity of the Chief Electoral Officer or
any registrar or returning officer, to appoint
a substitute to discharge the duty of suech
officer.

This is a purely technical matter beecause,
after all is said and done, it is the Ministex
who advises the Governor and he then sipns,
whereas the Governor will now instruet the
Minister to do all the work for him. In
effect, it is the same thing except that it
need not now go before Cabinet. I consider
it is an improvement and will facilitate
matters. The Bill proposes to alter the
nqualification for enrolment from one
month’s residence in a distriet to three
months before a person can qualify for en-
rolment. It has heen found that the altera-
tion of rolls as a resnlt of persons wander-
ing from district to distriet causes a con-
siderable amount of work in the Llectoral
Department.

Under the provisions of the English Re-
presentation of the People’s Act, the gquali-
fying period entitling any person in Eng-

land to registration as a resident in a-

eonstituency is three months. In New Zea-
land also, the residential qualification for
enrolment for a distriet is the same, It s
considered that this residential qualifieation
will result in greater stability in the rolls,
It will also enable a resident in a new dis-
triet to become familiar with the interests
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of the district before being eligible to vote
for that distriet. After leaving a district
for which he is enrolled, an elector will be
entitled to vote in respect of it for a periad
of six months instead of three months as at
present, provided, of eourse, he is not on an-
other roll. A claimant for enrglment now
will be required to give forther information
sech as his plaee of birth and his age, in
addition to the other particulars now re-
guired. The reason for this is that the
Chief Electoral Officer has reported that a
good deal of confusion arises with notifica-
tions of deaths inasmueh as several persons
may have the same name and as a result,
the wrong person is sometimes struck off
the roll.

The same principle also applies with mar-
riages and the additional information will
make identification & great deal easier. These
particulars are required under the elestoral
laws of the Commonwealth and most other
States. As members know, with claimants
there are always difficulties arising because
of persons at the last moment elaiming that
their names are on the roll. A praectice has
been established of people placing ¢laimants’
names on the roll at the last minute. That
prevents the Chief Electoral Officer from de-
ciding whether a claim is right or wrong
before the rolls close. Under the provisions
of Section 47 of the Act an objection by an
elector or by the Registrar to a claim for
enrolment has to be determined prior to
the writ for an election,

The amending Bill provides that a decision
on an objeetion, if heard and detéermined at
any time prior to 14 days to a polling day,
shall he given effeet to in the roll for the
election in question. Under the Act claims
for enrolment can be made at any time not
less than 14 days before the issue of the
writ. It has been found that large numbers
of claims are lodged at the last moment,
which does not give the Registrar sufficient
time properly to investigate the claims and,
if necessary, object to them before the issue
of the writ. The amendment provided for
by the 1w will extend the period for check-
ing by enabling objections to be dealt with
and finalised up to within 14 days of polling
day.

At present, ohjections in connection with
enralment have to be determined before the
issue of the writ for an election if they are
to be given effect to for that election, The
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Bill now extends the time in which objeec-
tions have to be determined to noi less than
14 days before the date fixed for the poll.
The Chief Eleetoral Officer considers that
the determination of such matters 14 days
prior to polling day will give ample time for
all necessary alterations and adjustments to
the rolls to be made.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Will the rolls
he held up pending that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The rolls
must be held up unti] all these eards are
dealt with, aithough they may be dealt with
long before the 14 days because there is
only & small number to handle, If not, the
new rolls will be held up for 14 days, New
Section 53 sets out the eircumstances and
time for altering the rolls after the issue of
the writ. Rolls may be altered—

(a) where elaims are received 14 daj’s be-

fore the issue of the writ and are not objeeted .

to; and,

(b) if they are objected to and a decision is
made 14 days prior to the date fixed for the
polk

Alterations may also be made pursuant
to Seetion 50 at any time .before
the issue of the writ, and under Sections
51 and 32 at any time not later than 14 days
next preceding the date fixed for the elec-
tion. Section 70 deals with the nomination
date fixed for candidates and it provides
that it shall be not less than seven days or
more than 30 days from the date of the
writ. The Bill proposes to alter this to pro-
vide that the maximum period for nomina-
tion after the issme of the writ shall be
45 days. Simitarly, the maximum time be-
tween nomination and polling date has heen
inereased from 30 to 45 days.

Provision has been made respecling any
election in the North Province or any dis-
triet therein that there shall be not less
than 35 days between the date for nomina-
tion and the date fixed for polling. So
there cannot be an election held less than
35 days nor more than 45 days after
nominations have closed. It has been found
that with North-West elections insuffiient
time has been allowed under the Aet for
posta] votes to reach the returning officer.
A gaod deal of confusion has arigen in the
minds of the public between the existing
State system and that at present operating
under the Commonwealth law relating to
nbsentee voting,

[COUNCIL.]

As members gre awsre, under the Com-
monwealth law an elector ean vote for any
district at any polling booth, Of course, in
a general clection for the Senate every part
of the country has a polling booth, I have
never yet heard of a walkover in the Senate
eleetions, and I suppose I never will. How-
ever, under the State law an elector ean only
vote ab present at a polling booth situated
in his own district or provioce, as the case
may be. Under the existing State law an
elector who is seven miles from his own dis-
trict during polling day often finds it ex-
tremely ineconvenient to vote and if he does
vote, he may have considerable difficulty in
locating a postal vote officer. Even if he
does find him, quite often his vote is not
forwarded by that officer in time to reach
the returning officer before the poll closes.

It might be pointed out that the polling
day is invariably a Saturday and postal vote
officers are diffienlt to find on that day. The
Bill proposes to adopt a system of absentee
voting similar to the Commonwealth sys-
tem, and an elector will he able to vote at
any polling booth, irrespective of the pro-
vince or district on which roll he is regis-
tered. Should there be any distriet in which
an election is not taking place on pelling
day, provision is made for the setting up
of polling booths to enable voting to take
place in respect of other distriets or pro-
vinees. If, for instance, there was a walk-
over at Kalgoorlie, there would still be a
polling booth at Kalgoorlie where absentees
might cast their votes for any distriet or
province.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: And booths at
Katanning, York and Bruce Roek?

The CHIEF SECRETARY': The idea is
to have them everywhere. Obviously, in
small places where there was no election
and not likely to be any absentee voters,
the provision would be unnecessary, but
every town of any size wonld have a
booth. This will be a convenience to
ahscntees. Should an elector have reason
to believe that he will be more than seven
miles from any polling hooth on the day of
the election, or should he be more than
seven miles from any polling booth on such
day, he will still be able to register a postal
vote under the existing system, There has
been no alteration in the law relating to
the taking of sick or infirm voles.
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A good deal of annoyanece has been
caused to electors who have claimed that
their names should be on the roll, but have
been taken off. Provision has been made
for starring such names. If a person
claims that his name was on the roll and
has been taken off, or has made a claim
and his name is not on the roll, he may
make a declaration and his vote will be set
aside and checked. If it is found that his
name hnd been wrongly removed from the
roll or that he had lodged a claim and had
not been enrolled, the vote will be counted.
However, it will not be counted unless
there has been a claim card, This will
overcome the difficulty members have ex-
perienced of people claiming that they
have heen wrongly taken off the roll or
have not been enrolled.

All absentee votes—those east in a poll-
ing booth outside the voter’s particular dis-
triet or province—will be forwarded to the
Chief Electoral Officer for couniing, and
the count will be nofified to the respective
rveturning officers. If there is an eleetion
in Geraldton and a man votes in Kalgoor-
lie, the vote will he sent to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, who will* notify the return-
ing officer at Geraldton that so many votes
have been received. A provision similar to
that in the Federal Aet has been inserted
to enable the returning officer, when he
is satisfied that the votes—

{a) on ballot papers issmed at a remote
polling plree which have not been received by
him; or,

(b) that any absent voters’ ballot papers
used by persons claiming to be entitled to en-
rolment under the proposed Section 122A have
not been received hy him.
eannot, having regard fo the number of
those bhallot papers, affect the result, sub-
ject to the concurrenee of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, to declare the poll without
awaiting the receipt of such ballot papers.
That is to say, he will not hold up the re-
snlt of on election for the sake of getting
in a few votes from, say, Wyndham if
those votes cannof possibly affeet the result.

Hon. &. Fraser: Will this not delay the
declaration of the poll?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It might do
so, until the ountstanding votes are re-
ceived, but it could not have that effect if
one candidate had a large majority.

Hon. G. Fraser: But a province election
could not be declared on the night of the
election.
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The CHIEF BECRETARY: FProbably
not. Another provision copied from the
Federal law will empower the Chief Elee-
toral Officer to impose a fine not exceed-
ing 10s. for a first offence or £2 for any
subsequent offence where an elector has
failed to vote at an Assembly election. The
reason is that the issuing of a summons
and the taking of an offender to court en-
tails costs out of all proportion to the of-
fence committed. However, if any of-
fender so desires, he need not submit to
the jurisdiction of the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer, but may go before the court in the
ordinary way. We consider that it wonld
be cheaper to the individual if he were
fined summarily instead of being put to
the expense, as well as the trouble and
anxiety, of havirg to appear before the
court.

Provisions are included to govern dis-
puted rveturns. I shall deal with them in
Committee. Seetion 102, which deals with
the prohibition of eanvassing near poll-
ing booths, does mnot clearly define the
spot from which the distance referred to is
to be measured. There is always an argu-
ment as to where the 50 yards should he
measured from, whether from the point
where the vote is taken, from the door of the
booth or from the gate. The amendment in
the Bill will make it clear that canvassing
and soliciting for votes must not take place
within 50 yards from the entrance to a
polling hooth from the nearest street or way;
in other words, from the gate.

Hon. G. Bennetts: What would happen
if a polling booth were half-a-mile away
from the road$

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T trust that
no Minister would ever consent to having a
rolling booth half-a-mile from the road.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: 1 think yon
should specify the door, not the gate.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The amend-
ment sperifics the entrance from the nearest
street or way. Other small amendments of
an administrative nature ave included, but
they also can be more convenienily dealt
with in Committee. T feel sure that the
Bilt will materially assist in clearing up
the confusion that now exists in the minds
of the publie resuiting from the differences
between the Federal and State sysiem, and
will enable the rolls to eontain more nearly
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only the names of those persons who have
a right to be enrolled. I move—
That the Bill be now read a seecond time.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Second Reuding.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY Hon. H. S.

W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.53]
in moving the second reading said: This is
a hardy nnnual, because it is necessary
every year to obtain the sanction of Parlia-
ment to the closing of certain roads. If
members will follow their copies of the Bill,
they will more readily understand the pro-
posals,

Maleolm Smith and Sons, with the con-
carrence of the Forests Department, pro-
pose erecting a saw mill at Boyup Brook
on the land shown coloured blue on the
attached plan. The land comprises portion
of Road No. 8666, which it is necessary
to close hefore a lease of the area can be
gronted for saw-milling purposes. The
State Housing Commission has acquired an
area af Bunbury as bordered green on the
plan. A re-subdivision of the land has been
made on more aftractive lines, and this in-
volves slight alteration to the street sys-
tem. The portion of Nuytsia-avenne ghown
coloured blue on the plan requires to be
closed. New streets will be provided in the
immediate vicinity as shown outlined in red
on the plan. The State Housing Commis-
sion has made a re-subdivision of original
Daglish Lots 373 to 377, inclusive, and Lots
381 to 383, inclusive, involving the closure
of portion of the right-of-way shown
coloured blue on the plan. Access has been
provided far the holder of Lot 380 by leav-
ing the small trigngular portion indicated
on the plan.,

At the request of the Kalgoorlie Road
Board, anthority is songht to close a nar-
row right-of-way, nine links wide, between
Salisbury-road and Palmerston-street, Kal-
goorlie, as shown colonred red on the plan.
Tt is proposed to add the contained land to
the adjoining lots in equal proportions.
The Perth Road Board desires that portion
of Kirkham Hill-terrace, Maylands, as
ghown coloured blue on the plan be closed
consequent on action to truneate the corner

[CUUNCIL.]

on the opposite side of the voad where u
sharp turn oeccurs. The ultimate result will
be the re-establishment of a standard width
road of 66 feet with an easier turn. It is
desired to vest the whole of the closed por-
tion of the road in the owner of Lots 96
and 07 on Land Titles Office Plan 2610
(Bheet 2) as shown bordered green on the
plan.

The Forests Department has aequired
freehold land at Portagabra adjoining the
Mundaring Forestry Station and eomptis-
ing portions of Swan Locations 964, 992,
and 2621, as shown coloured green on the
plan. Separating the acquired area from
the adjoining forestry station is a road
as shown coloured red on the plan, which
it is desired shall be c¢losed to the intent
that the contained land will he also added
to the State forest. In Section 14 of the
Road Closure Act, 1947, certain streets in
Narrogin were elosed to consolidate an area
required as a reserve for a park and swim-
ming pool, Through inadvertence, Grant-
street was ineorrectly described in the Bill
as Graham-street and, to rectify the error,
parliamentary authority is sought to close
portion of Grant-street as shown eoloured
blue on the plan. Portion of Fox.street
was closed in last year's Act, buf, although
it was desired to also close the portion
coloured yellow on the aitached plan, this
could not be done at the time as the Narro-
gin Municipal Council had not then aequired
Tots 730 and 731 which have since been
resumed by the Public Works Department
and vested in the Narrogin munieipality.
The closure of the further portion of Fox-
street can now he proceeded with.

Stewart and Lloyds (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.
propose astablishing a factory at North
Fremantle and have already acquired from
the University of Western Australia the
land bordered roed on the plan. To square
up the area, the company desires to acquire
portion of Heserve 2021 as shown bordered
green on the plan, together with the land
contained in Thompson-road, which is
shown coloured blue on the plan and which
it is necessary should be closed. The total
area of the land coloured blue and that
bordered green is 2 aeres and 27 perches,
and it is proposed to dispose of this area
to the company for the sum of £850. The
necessary provision has been made in the
Reserves Bill to obtaip parliamentary
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;authority to dispose of portion of Reserve
2021 for the sum of £610. The proportion
of the price for that portion of Thompson-
road referred is £240,

I now come to the clogure of portion of
East-parade in the City of Perth, In April,
1947, at the request of the City of Perth,
an cxtension of East-parade between
Gardiner and Zebina-streeis, East Perth,
wes dedicated as a public highway. Sub-
sequent investigation by the Town Clerk
revenled that two brick houses, the property
of the eouneil, existed on portion of the land
so dedicated, while, in addition, a portion
of the land was never intended to be in-
cluded in the road. Request has heen made
that the road in question be closed and that
the Jand be granted to the City of Perth,
in which name the fee simple of the land
was registered prior to the dedieation of the
road. A bitumen road bas been constructed
and it is not iniended to close this poriion
to traffic, but when the existing houses have
been demolished, a move will be made to
re-dedieate the correet area for the road.

The next clause deals with the elosure of
Arcadia, Arcadia West, Arcadia South-
roads, and the Esplanade at Safety Bay.
The Rockingham Road Board desires that
the foreshore at Safety Bay be created a
Class A reserve for recreation purposes and
vested in the hoard. The lands comprising
the foreshore are dedicated roads under the
Road Districts Aect, 1919-1947. Provision
has been made in the Bill to close ihe
remainder of the aforesaid roads nfter
allowing for the retention of a road one
chain wide along the frontage of the sub-
divided lots.

Clause 12 deals with the vesting in ad-
joining holders of land formerly porfion of
Anstey-street, South Perth, Portion of
Anstey-street, South Perth, as shown
coloured blue on the plan was closed
by notiee published in the “Government
Gazette” on the 10th January, 1947. Under
Section 151, Subsection (3), of the Road
Districts Aet, 1919-1947, it is provided that
upon closure of a road the land contained
therein shal] vest in the owner for the time
being of the land fronting such part and
if the lands on the opposite side of any snch
part of the closed road are owned by differ-
ent owners, the contiguous half of such part
to the middle thereof shall vest in each
owner, and for the purpose of this subsec-
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tion the term ‘“‘owner” shall include the
Crown,

The wording of the subsection referred
to has been very literally interpreted to
mean that the Crown as owner of the re-
maining portion—in this case, of Anstey-
street—is entitled fo participate in the ap-
portionment of the land comprised in the
closed portion of the road. It was not the
general intention, nor is it the desire in this
case, that the Crown claim any portion of
the land in question, and it is the intention
of this Bill to authorise and direct the
Registrar of Titles to include the said land
in the relative certificate of title to the lots
fronting the said closed road. The object
of the clozure, which was to straighten the
eastern alignment of Anstey-street, would
be defeated if part of the closed portion
were again vested in the Crown, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. W.J. MANN (South-West) [6.2]:
I was wondering whether the approval of
the local governing bodies bad been
obtained for these closures, particulsrly the
one mentioned in Clause 2 at Boyup Brook.
I understand, in respect to Clause 11, that
the Rockingham Road Board desires the
closure of ceriain roads.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (East)
[6.3]: If the Chief Secretary will adjourn
the debate until after the tea suspension,
we counld see the plan and would then have
a elear indication of the position.

The Chief Secretary: Might T suppest
you inspeet it before we go into Commit-
tee? .

HON., G. FRASER (West) [6.4]: I would
like to know who is going to get the money
resulting from the elosure of streets and the
sale of the land. Is the Government going
to keep it or pass it on to the local auth-
ority concerned? The closure I am partieu-
larly interested in is that at North Fra-
mantle, dealt with in Clanse 9, and for which
the Chief Secretary mentioned the sum of
£240. Where is that £240 going? At one
time the procedure was that money received
from the sale of roads was given to the
locul governing body eoncerncd, but I think
when Sir Charles Latham was Minister,
that policy was altered and the Govern-
ment retained the money,
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HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [6.6]:
The two elesures mentioned in Clause 8 are
in order. 1 spoke to the Town Clerk, Nar-
rogin, by phone this morning and T under-
stand there are no objections at all. There
will be further closures at a later date be-
cause the land has heen resumed for a
swimming area.

Question put and passed.

Bill read o second time.

BILL--CITY OF PERTH ELECTRICITY
AND GAS PURCHASE.

Heceived from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Assembly.

BILL- LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
(No. 1).

Assembly’s Message.
Message from the Assembly received and
read notifving that it had disagreed to the
Council’s amendment.,

In Committea.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister for Agrienlture in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 3: Add after the word ‘‘Aet’’ at
the end of the clanse the words *‘ Nothing
in this seetion shall apply north of -théd
twenty-sixth parallel of latitude.”’

The CHAIRMAXN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for disagrecing is—

It is not considered that natives should be
allowed land only south of the 26th parallel
of latitude in cases where the native ia suit-
able, the grant of land being stbject to min-
isterial approval.

The HONORARY MINISTE"
AGRICULTURE: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.
T eannot =ece why a native north of the 26th
parallel should not be allowed to hold land,
providing he is suitable. just as a native
ean south of the 26Gth parallel.

Hun. (i, Fraser: Is there any land there
for him to hold?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: T do not know., It is
ahsard to drav a line of demapreation in

FOR

[COUNCIL.]

this way. The arguments put up by the
members for the North Provinee were not
altogether applicahle,

Hon. R. M. FORLEST: It is obvious that
whoever introduced the Bill kunows very
little about the North-West and the natives
there. I thonght the position was dangerous
and that is why I moved the amendment.
1 have discussed this matter with my ecol-
league, My. Welsh, and we do not intend to
press it.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
antendment not insisted on.

Resolution veported, the report adopied
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL—-ROAD CLOSURE.
In Commitlee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Seeretary in charge of the Bill,
Clause 1—Short title:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Since the
suspension I have made inquiries and I find
that in every insiance these matters are
discussed with the loeal authorities con-
cerned and they have agreed im cach and
every instance.

Clause put and passed.
Claunses 2 {o B—agreed to.

Clause 9—Closure of portion of Thomp-
son-road at North Fremantle:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is the
road that Mr. Fraser asked about. The
£240 i3 paid to revenue but as I stated these
matters have been discussed with and agreed
to by the local authorities.

Hon. . FRASER: I know the matters
have been diseussed but I desired some
information regarding payment and what
was the general policy. It appears that
the poliecy is for the money to be taken
into revenue.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The money
goes into general revenue in every instance.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It had
been the eustom through an oversight, that
some of the money obtained from the sell-
ing of reads was passed to the local auth-
orities. The Crown Law Department advised
that all moneys from the sale of Qovern-
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ment properties had to be put baek into
Cunsolidated Revenue and the municipali-
ties would have to make application for
wrants.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 12, Title—agreed to.

B!l reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reuding.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—RESERVES.
Second Reading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Iion. H. .
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [7.38]
in moving the second reading said: This is
another Bill that comes down at this stage
ot the session each vear and is for the pur-
pose of dealing with various reserves that
require legislation to put them in legal
order. 1 have plans which, if members de-
sire to see, I will lay on the Table of the
House.

Clause 2 deals with Brown Hill Suburban
Avea Lot 207, as shown coloured red on
plan, which was reserved in 1903 for a
mechanies’ institote, In 1910 a lease for
999 years was granted to James Edward
Dodd, Thomag James Alford and Charles
Cressy in trust for the purpose of a
mechanies' institute. The three trustees
tendered written resignations as sauch trus-
tees in the year 1913 and the Under Secre-
tary for Public Works then requested that
action be taken to vest the lot in the -Min-
ister for Works, a matter which was not
dealt with at the time as the original lease
instrument was not produced for the pur-
pose of preparing a surrender. To eclear up
the case, it is now propesed to revest the
land in His Majesty with the intention of
again reserving the lot for the purpose of a
hall site to be vested in the Minister for
Works, the building having been subsidised
by the Public Works Department.

The next clause deals with Bunbury Lot
366 shown ecloured red on Plan B and this
was, by Aet 1 of 1911, constituted a publio
reserve and numbered A 13077 and dedi-
rated to the purpose of a site for the East-
ern Goldfields Fresh Air League Central
Committee - {Ineorporated). The <Crown
grant of the lot was issned and registered
in the aforesaid corporation for an es-
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tate in fee shmple. In 1946, the league
abandouned its getivities at Bunbury and dis-
posed of the buildings on the reserve
lo the National Fitness Council whieh iz
now condoncting a hostel primarily for the
use of eountry hoys attending Bunbury High
School and otherwise for national fitness
during schoel wvacations. Parliamentary
authority is sought to revest the land in
His Majesty in order that the Crown may
again reserve the land as of Class A and
vest it in the Minister for Edueation for
the purpose of national fitness.

Esperance Lots 222, 223 and 224, con-
taining one acre, twenty-two perches, a<
shown eoloured red on Plan C, were reserved
in the year 1897 for a musicipal endowment
as Reserve 4608. A lease of the regserve for
99 years was granfed in 1904 to the mayor
and ecouncillors of the municipality of Ex-
perance for municipal endowment purposes
solely. The Esperance municipality was dis-
solved in 1908 and was absorbed in the
Esperanee Road District and by virtue of
Section 17 of the Municipal Corporations
Act, 1906-1938, the lease'became vested in
the Esperanee Road Board. The road board
has now survendered the lease for the pur-
pose of obtaining a grant in fee simple, free
of trust, with the object of disposing of the
land and utilising the proceeds of the sale
for the road board’s purposes.

The next clause of the Bill concerns Kal-
goorlie Lot 1887, shown coloured red on the
plan, which was set apart as Class
A Reserve No, 7683 in the year 1901 and
in 1904 was vested in the Kalgoorlie Road
Board in trust for the purpose of recrea-
tion. The land has not been used for the
purpose, and the Kalgoorlie Road Board has
requested that it be subdivided into building
allotments. It is desired to cancel the re-
serve and subdivide the land inte 14 lots for
disposal under the Land Aect, 1933-1946, in
such mantier as the Governor may direet.
Parliamentary authority is required fo can-
cel the Class A reserve.

Regarding Kulikup Lot 36, being Reserve
No. 14575, this was set aside as a site for
the ICulikup Agricultural Hall, as shown
coloured blue on the plan. A lease
for 999 years was approved in 1920 to cer-
iain trustees, namely, Thomas Walker, Ceeil
James Tuckey, Alfred How Whittaker and
Wilfred James Orr., One of the trustees s
now deceased and another has left the dis-
trict. The present hall committee desires
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that the reserve be vested in the Upper
Blackwood Road Board, Messrs. A. H.
Whittaker, W. J. Orr and C. J. Tuckey have
given written concurrence in the proposed
transfer of the control of the hall to the
road board. It is proposed to revest Lot 36
in His Majesty and add Lot 35 to the re-
serve, and then vest the reserve in the Upper
Blackwood Road Board.

As to Meckering Lots 358 and 359, these
were granted in the year 1910 to the then
trustees for the Meckering Hall, with power
to sell, provided that the proeeeds of such
sale be devoted to the improvement of the
hall which was built on Lot 360 adjoining.
The lots were re-subdivided into seven
smaller Iots, and of these four were disposed
of but the land, the subject of the Bill,
comprising portion of Meckering Lot 358
and being Lots 4, 5 and 6 on Land Titles
Office Diagram 3038, remain in the pames
of Charles Samuel Rhodes and Robert Bal-
main Blyth—both deceased—as trustees for
the Meckering Hgll. The Meckering Hell
Reserve—Lot 360—adjoining is now vested
in the Cunderdin Road Board, which desires
that Lots 4, 5 and 6 referred to, be vested
and reserved for a road board depot tn be
vested in the hoard.

The next portion to be dealt with is thal
coneerning the Moora Road Board. The
board proposes establishing a greater sports
ground at Miling in the position hachured
blue on Plan “G.” The land eomprises about
100 zcres, and iz owned at present by Mr.
Henry Seymour, whose holdings are shown
coloured yellow on the same plan. To assist
in financing the purchase, the board applied
for a grant of the land contained within
Reserves Nos. 12140—2325 acres two roods—
and 16956—three mcres—as shown coloured
red on the plan, and proposed to effect an
exchange with Mr. Seymour. Owing to
opposition by Mr. H. A. J. Hopkinzon, whe
holds the land coloured green on the plan,
it was decided that, if the reserves were
eancelled, the land would be granted to the
hoard, subjeet to the condition that its dis-
posal would be by publie avetinn ar sale by
tender, or by ealling of applications at a
fixed priee. The foregving conditions were
imposed to zive all interested parties egmal
opportunity to aequire the land in the
reserves, The conditions will previde further
that the proceeds of sueh sale shall be
applied by the road board fer the purpoese

[COUNCIL.] '

of acquiring other land for a recreation
ground.

With regard to the propssition at Pem-
berton, on the recommendation of the Town
Planning Commissioner, it is proposed to
provide sites for public and other buildings
of institutional character, together with
necessary road access, at Pemberton, on an
area which it is desired to exclude from
Class A Reserve No. 21116 as shown
hachured blue on the plan “H” atfached.
Five lots {Pemberton Lots 201 to 205 in-
elugive) and roads have been surveyed in
the position indicated on the plan. It is
proposed later to reserve Lot 205 for the
Pemberton Infant Health Clinic, The Pem-
berton branch of the Returned Soldiers’
League is also desirous of acquiring ene of
lots, but no concrete proposals have been
submitted.

Dealing next with the reserve at Roeking-
ham, the Commonwealth of Australia erect-
ed during the Jate war a new jetty at Rock-
ingham in the position shown on the
attached plan. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment now requires a lease of the land onm
which the shore end of the jetty is based,
and this includes portion of Class A
Reserve 22779 for reereation, from which the
land must be excised before a lease could
be granted, The balance of the jetty is in
the waters of Mangles Bay and aetion is
being taken fo exclude the relevant portion
from the Fremantle Harbour Trust hound-
aries by proclamation,

Regarding Reserve No. 2021, Stewarts &
Lloyds {Australia) Pty. Ltd. propose rs-
tablishing a factory at North Fremantle,
and have acquired already from the
University of Western Australia the land
bordered red on the plan. To square
up the area, the company desires to
acquire portion of Reserve 2021 as shown
bordered green on the plan, together with
that portion of Thompson-road as .shown
coloured blue on the plan. The total area of
the land hordered green and coloured hlue
is 2 acres and 27 perches, and it is proposed
to dispose of this area to the company for
the tota]l sum of £850 which has been appor-
tioned as follows:— £

(1) For the portion of Reserve 2021 610

(2) For the portion of Thompson-road 240

£850

———
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Provision has been made in the Road
Closure Bill regarding the closure of por-
tion of Thompson-road and disposal of the
coniained land. Action herein is to obtain
parlinmentary sanction to the disposal of
the portion of the reserve.

The last one refers to the Karrakatta
Cemetery reserve. An urgent necessity bas
arvisen for the provision of additional school
facilities in the Hollywood district, more
parficularly the area extending north from
Stirling-highway to the southern boundary
of the Karrakatta Cemetery, The Educa-
tion Department has been seeking a site
for a school in this area without sueccess,
and is reluctantly compelled to seek intra-
sion on the Karrgkatta Cemetery regerve,
which is the only available land in the
vicinity from which the area required for
a schoo) site ean be obtained. The Cemetery
Reserve, No. 745, comprises Swan Location
1668, and contains 261 acres 1 rood 10
perches, for which a grant in fee simple
was issued on the 6th November, 1899, to
the under-mentioned trustees,

Alexander Forrest, Mayor of the City of
Perth. -

John Veryard, Mayor of the Municipsality
of Leederville.

Charles Hart, Mayor of the Municipality of
Subiaeo.

John Winthrop Hackett.
JJohn Joseph Talbot Hobbs.
Thomas George Molloy, and
Joseph Wood Langsford.

All of these, except Mr. Langsford, are now
derensed. The matter has been dealt with
exhaustively on Education File No. 567/42
by the Minister for Edueation, the Director
of Education, the Town Planning Com-
missioner and the School Sites Committee,
all of whom can see no alternative to the
excision of the school site from the ceme-
tery reserve. The deliberations particularly
stressed that a school must be provided
north of Stirling-highway te remove the
danger of young children having to cross
the bighway on their way to and from
school.

It is proposed to excise from the ceme
tery reserve an area of five acres at the
corner of Carrington-street and Dalkeith-
troad, as shown colonred blue on the
plan, and to revest the land in His Majesty
as of his former estate to the intent that
the land exeised shall be reserved for a
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school site.  The Karrakatta Cemetery
Board, on hbeing notified of the proposed
excigion, wrote on the 15th October advis-
ing that the bhoard viewed with disfavour {he
prospective loss of the area, especially as it
is portion of the Anglican section in which
there are more burials than in other see-
tions, and that the loss of the area would
naturally reduce the life of the cemetery
for burials. The opposition by the Ceme-
tery Board was anticipated and the Town
Planning Commissioner, in his memoran-
dum dated the 20th December, 1947, on
page 139 of Education Department’s File
No. 429/43, wrote—

Whilst considerable opposition would be
received from the Cemetery Trustees, it
must be borne in mind that the excision of
this area from the cemetery would not unduly
accelerate nor adversely affect the future of
the cemetery because of the quick rate at
which it ig now filling up . . . The Govern-
ment has appointed a special committes to
advise on the future general cemetery site in
view of the urgency of acquiring more land
for cemetery purposes in the metropolitan
area.

This matter is being dealt with in Lands
and Surveys File No. 3810/30. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, A L, LOTON (South-East) [7.50]:
I raise a query as to the advisability of
taking from the cemetery grounds a site for
a school. 1 do not know anything about
the proposal, but it seems most unusual
to contemplate such a preposal. The school
site will be bounded on two sides by the
cemetery, and we know that increasing ae-
commodation is necessary for burials, I &p-
preciate that eremation has eased the posi-
tion, but the time is not far distant when
more ground will be necessary for ordinary
burials. I know from what the Minister has
anid that investigations have been made, but
I wounld like to know why it is necessary
to take this particular land. I do not think
it ean be regarded favourably as a school
site, despite the report of the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner. I do not know the
locality well, but I should think it would be
possible to secure an area of privately-
owned land. I voice my opposition to this
propesed excision.

THE CHIET SECEETARY (Hon. H. 8.
W. Parker — Metropolitan-Suburban —in
reply) [7.52]: I can only stress the fact,
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in reply to Mr. Loton, that the Minister
for Education, the Director of Edueation,
the Town Planning Commissioner and the
School Sites Committee have investigated
the position and say that there is no al-
ternative to the excision of the site from
the cemetery reserve,

Hon. A. L. Loton: What will be the
position in fifty vears’ time?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There will
be a beautiful school erected there.

Ilon. A. L. Loton: Will you be able to
cater for all the pupils in 50 years' time?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am afraid
the hon. member does not understand the
position about schools.

Hon. A. L, Loten: I know a good deal
about it.

The (‘BIEF SECRETARY: Then it is
unnecessary for me to fell the hon. member
anything.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

I Committee.

Hon. G. Fraser in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: 1
agrec that this is a most extraordinary
proposal in that it seeks to take part
of a cemetery as a school] site, Is this very
far away from the Hollywood School? 1T
assume that the authorities have looked
into the matter carvefully to ascertain if it
is not possible to seeure land elsewhere,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They have
done everything possible, I agree that the
cemetery cannot continue very much
longer considering the rate at which it is
filling up. When I was Minister for Lands
inquiries were made with reference to the
provision of anofher site. In view of all
the ecireumstances, however, I shall not
offer any objection to the excision.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: T raise my protest
apainst the excision for two rcasoms. The
Chief Secretary introduced the Bill a few
minutes ago. I have not had an oppor-
tunity of looking at the plan and it is use-
less looking at it mow. I am very inter-
ested in the matter end would like to in-
spect the locality. I protest epgainst the
intfoduction of legislation in this manper.

[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am ex-
tremely sorry that I have annoyed a mem-
ber representing a country provioee
Metropolitan members are quite happy
ahout it and also the leader of the politieal
party of whieh Mr. Loton is a member. It
scems strange to me that bhe should get so
upset about the matter seeing that the ex-
perts have all agreed that the site is suit-
able.  The memhber [For the distriet has
raised no objection, nor has the Town
Planning Commissioner, who jealonsly
guards the taking away of land from
any institution. The population in the
distriet is inereasing and has now reached
the horders of the ecemetery. I think the
hon. member can rest assured that the mat-
ter ix in order, in view of the fact that
there are so many members in another
place, besides six members in this Cham-
ber, who are quite capable of looking after
the metropolitan population.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I do not doubt
what the Chief Secretary has said, but T
still maintain that we are dealing with
legislation which is to he passed by this
Chamber and T must take my share of the
responsibility for it. For that reason, I
express my opposition.

Clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bil! reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (No. 2).
In Committee.
Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting. Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair;
the Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was Te-
ported on Clause 2 to which Sir Charles
Latham had moved an amendment,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: T ask
leave to withdraw my amendment,
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: 7
move an amendment—-

That a new paragraph be inserted as fol-
lows:—**(d) After the word ‘person’ in line
one, page 6, Section 15, add the worda ‘is
entitled to and’.’’
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I think that will meet the opposition that
members raised.

Hon. E. H. GRAY': This is a question for
legal members to decide. I think the
amendment unnecessary, as it will cause
confusion. A person not eligible to be on
the electoral roll would not be entitled to
vote for any provinee election.

The Chief Secretary: Personally, 1 see
no objection to the amendment.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: We have been
directing our attention to the Bill before us
and to the amendments appeaving on the

nolice paper. Sir Charles Latham has not, -

in my opinion, given a valid reason for
submitting this amendment, which I am sure
very few members have bheen able to align
in the Act, To my mind the amendment is
utterly unnecessary and will only add con-
fusion to a position which already is by no
means clear. The local authorities are the
ones to say whether a person should be on
the wunicipal roll. Why not leave it at
that? The Act has stood the test of years
and now Sir Charles wishes to insert words
that arve entirely divorced from the Bill, and
that T believe are unnecessary.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They will not
do any harm.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: If my name is
on a muhicipal roll, the loeal authority is
the body to determine whether it should he
there or not. The hon. member seems now
to be making use of this opportunity te
amend the Constitution Act in a way that
members have not had time to consider. I
hope the Committee will not agree to the
amendment,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: When
the Act was passed in 1899 it had applica-
tion to the Munieipal Corporations Act and
the Road Districts Act of that time, Under
the law at present & man may have his
name on the road hoard or municipal elee-
toral list long after he has sold his property
in that ares. It is frequently found that
two or three persons have their names on
the roll, using the one property qualification,
and T think that should be eliminated, as far
as possible.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The purpose of
the amendment seems to be to provide against
people being wrongfully on the Legisletive
Couneil roll, but the Electoral Act pro-
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vides that in such a case the Chief Electoral
Officer or any citizen ean object.

Hon. 8ir CHARLES LATHAM: I have
to buy the lists from the loca] anthorities in
my provinece and when I see names there
I take it they are entitled to be there, and
consequently are entitled to he on the Legis-
lative Couneil roll. I am endeavouring to
make i{ easier for the roll fo be kept up to
date.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I cannot see any
great merit in the amendment. The Chief
Electoral Officer is concerned as to whether
a person’s name is on the electoral list, and
nobt as to whether it is entitled to be there.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : I move an amend-
men{—
That paragraph (d) be struck out.

Mr. Fraser wishes two people to he given
a vote for the one house and dees not recog-
nise the right of a person with property in
different districts to have more than one
vote. Much has been said about persons
having ten votes, but that is ridieulous.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They are entitled only
fo one,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: A man may have
a farm in the country, a station in the North-
West and a home in Perth. He is producing
the real wealth of the country.

Hon. E. H. Gray: His manager and em-
ployees do that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That man is en-
titled to consideration. As this House is
constituted on a property qualification, pro-
perty owners are entitled to the votes ther
have always had.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: Mr. Baxter spoke of
progress. In the name of progress, T ask
the Committee to defeat this amendment.
No-one ean submit an argument that plural
voting is progressive, It iy a relic and pro-
gressive thinkers wounld not entertain this
idea,

Anmendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes
Noes .. -

Majority for .. ..

lwl o8




2084
AYES,
Hon. L, Craig Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. J, M. Cunniogham | Hen. G. W, Miles
Hon, H. A, C. Daffen Hon. C. H, Simpson
Hon. R. M, Forrast Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. Bir F. E, Gibson Hon. H. Tuckcy
Hon, H, Hearn Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. Sir C. G. Latham Hon. P. R. Welsh
Hon. A. L. Loton Hon. O. F. Baxter
(Teller.)
NoEs.
Hon. . Bennstts Hon. W. R. Hall
Hon. R. J, Boylen Hon. H, 8. W. Parker
Hon. K, M, Davies Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon, G, Fraser Hon. B. M. Heenan
Hon, E. H. Gray (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to,

Title—agreed to.

Bili reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

BILL—TRATFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Rending.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) {8.36]
in moving the-second reading said: Members
who are motorists will fully nppreciate the
need for this Bill. During the war, when
the petrol ration was redueed to such an
extent that there was little or no motoring,
power was pgiven to reduee the license fees
ond the Government subseguently restored
them to the amounts previously fixed by
proclamation. Thus, the license fees were
brought back to the amount prescribed by
statute. Sinee then there have been large
reductions in the permitted petrol ration
for motorears.

Representations have now been made to
have the license fees again redueced as a
result of the cuts in the petrol ration. Of
course, there is & counter te that, namely,
that if the license fees are veduced the
local governing bedies will not obtain as
much revenue as they require. Therefore,
we must, as far as possible, strike a heppy
medium. This short Bill provides, notwith-
standing the Traffic Aet, that where the
quantity of motor spirit availahle or allowed
for use in any or certain vehicles shall he
reduced, the Governor, by Order in Couneil
made piior to the 1st day of July, 1949,
and published in the “Government Gazette,”
may reduce by a certain percentage not
exceeding 25 per centum the amount of any
license fec payable.

In 1942 the gallonage allowed for motor-
ists up to and ineluding 8 h.p. vehicles was

[COUNCIL.]

1% gallons and now it is 4% gallons; for
12 h.p. vehicles it was 234 gallons, now it
is 64%. For 14 h.p. vehicles it was 2%
gallons and now seven, and for 20 h.p.
vehieles it was three gallons and it is now
eight gallons. In Oectober last, Senator
Ashley announced that there wounld be fur-
ther reductions in the petrol allowances and
it is anticipated that these will be put into
effect. Tt is desired that the Governor be
given power by an Order in Couneil pub-
lished in the “Government (Gazette” to re-
voke and vary any Order in Council dealing
with the amount of license fees.

" Therefore, it rests with the Government
to reduce the license fees as occasion de-
mands in view of the proposed reduection
in the pefrol allowance. Otherwise, it would
meap approaching hoth Houses of Parlia-
ment from time to time to do that. iMem-
bers will agree that it is only correet and
proper to rteduce the license fee when
motorists c¢annot obiain sufficient petrol
reasonably to run their ears.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: - Can
Government increase the fees?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It can vary
the order to put them up or down but not
beyond the amount fixed by Parliament. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

the

HON. L. CRAJG (South-West) [8.42]: 1
hope the Government will handle this mat-
ter very carefully indeed. Although I agree
with what the Chief Secretary has said re.
garding the petrol allowanee, that is
not likely to apply to some extent to those
in the country. Petrol allowances to farmers
have been generous indeed compared with
the allowanee granied to eity motorists.
Naturally, they need petrol for business
purposes, so if is anticipated that there will
not be great reductions. Also, road boards
today depend on the revenne obtasined from
license fees to a greater extent than ever
before.

The revenue obtained from such fees ix
more than that obtained from rates, and if
the license fees are reduced this will affect
the revenue of the road boards tremend-
ously. Farmers have never been so pros-
perous and can well afford the present-day
license fees. Many of them have no cars
but have runabouts on which they pay only
half the license fee; so it can be realised
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that a furither reduetion on that fee is not
warranted. From time to time my board
has passed resolutions that the rates on
runabouts should be restored to the same
rates applicable to motorears. These run-
abouts are granted a petrol allowance of up
to 20 or 30 gallons and they are used for all
purposes, ineluding pleasure. They are
therefore used relatively much more than
are motorears.

If the Government suggests that further
reductions are to be made in the license
fee, it should give the matter great con-
sideration before that is done. Any redue-
tion will seriously affeet the revenue of
road boards whose costs are mounting at a
terrifie rate, and it will give a further ad-
vantage to people who really do not need it,
Farmers today are very prosperous and ecan
well afford the.license fees which they are
now paying. I hope that the Government
will not treat the matter lightly. Cabinet
should make full inquiries in the country
districts before any action is taken that will
greatly reduce the revenne of road boards.
I support the second reading.

HON. W. B. HALL (North-East) [8.46]:
T snpport the second reading. T consider
that those motorists who are on Class 2
Licenses should receive a reduction of license
fees beeause of the petrol restriction im-
posed upon them. They are resiricted to a
distance of 180 ta 200 miles per month,
which is a very small mileage to allow, eon-
sidering what must be paid for the licensing
of a car and for third-party insurance.
Whatever consideration ean be given them
should be granted, and I do not think the
loss would be greatly felt by road bonrds.

As to those who are using motors in their
business and are receiving a ration of 16
to 20 gallons a month, it is quite a different
matter. In their case I think the license fea
should be allowed to stand, but I have sym-
pathy for the owners of private cars. Per-
haps loeal avthorities could be permitted to
allow a reduction where warranted. How-
ever, I am speaking mainly for the private
motorists hecanse the treatment meted out
to them has been fairly harsh.

Local authorities must also receive con-
sideration heeause of the loss of revenue
they will sustain. Some of them are work-
ing on a very small revenue, 8 matter of &
few thousand pounds a year, and after ad-
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ministration eosts have been paid, there is
not mueh money left to spend on roads.
This is a point that should be borne in mind.
I cannot see how effect could be given to the
measure in municipalities and road districts,
except at the end of the licensing period,
though it might be more -easily brought
into operation where licenses are staggered.

HON, G. BENNETTS (South) [8.50]: 1
am pleased that the Bill has been introduced
and support the second reading. We on the
Goldfields are not so fortunately placed as
are Mr. Craig’s constituents because the
goldmining industry is lagging a little. Bince
the latest increase in the price of petrol,
I have been requested by ratepayers to advo-
cate a reduction of these license fees in the
area of the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council,
of which I am a member. There is every
reason why the fees should be reduced since
the ration of petrol has been cut so low.

The cheapest ear that may be purchased
today wonld cost about £550 and by the
time it was licensed and insured and ready
to be put on the road—g£400 of insurance
costs us £17 10s. a year—the total would be
about £600. When the owner is allowed
petrol equivalent to only 200 miles a month,
it becomes farrly costly and he is not gei-
ting much benefit for the outlay on the
ear. At Kalgoorlie the price of petrol is
Js. 7d. a gallon and as Esperance 4s., so
that to run a car nowadays is very costly.
I cannot see that a reduetion in the license
fee would amount to very much. I should
prefer a reduction in the price of petrol, if
that were possible.

The Honorary Minister for Agrieulture:
It is more likely to go up.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: That seems to be
the tendency. I do not see how people will
manage to earry on, especially those who
have to use cars for essential work. A few
months ago I visited a little place where
the people have té motor theiro.children to
school and meotor in to the nearest centre
to do their shopping. They asked me to
request an extra snpply of petrol. "They
were so short of spirit that they eould not
motor inte the centre at week-ends to take
their families to the pietures. When people
are isolated as these are, miles away from
any centre, it is hard that they shonld
be allowed such a small ration, a ‘ration
equal to that allowed a person living in the
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city who has other means of transport that
he may avail himself of. Certuninly it is a
hardship on people in the backblocks. I
consider that the small amount of revenue
of which local authorities will he deprived
will be of assistance to motorists.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM ([Sast)
[8.53]: I have received a uumber of lefters
from local quthorities in my provinee asking
whether, if' the Bill be passed, the Govern-
ment could make up the loss of revenne hy
way of a grant. T wish to direct the atten-
tion of the Government to the fhet that
during the present summer a large number
of vebicles will receive special licenses for
the cartage of wheat and that the wear and
tear on eountry voads will be fairly heavy.

This will involve the loeal authorities in
considerable expense for maintaining roads
—except of course, main roads—where
trucks are carting from sidings. Probably
the mileage that will be covered by such
trueks will be eonsiderably more than would
he represented by a normal season’s work.
Some time azo the Honorary Minister sup-
plied information showing, if I rememhber
rvizhilv, that £48,000 had been paid last year
for wheat carting by road. This indieates
that a considerable mileage must have been
traversed by those trocks.

The Honorarv Minister for Agrienlture:
Tt will be more this vear, but we shall try
to get some reeoup from the Austiralian
Wheat Board.

lTon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Which
means that the farmers will pay.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Tt would eome out of the general fund.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: 1 do
not know whether there is any provision in
the Bill to enahle the Minister to differen-
tiate, but some people will be granted a con-
sidlerable quantity of petrol tor essential
work.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [8.33]:
There is no question ihat the revenue from
license fees plays a very important part
in road hoard finance. Nevertheless, I do
not think that anyone can say this legisla-
tion is not justified. We hear complaints
everywhere about the cost of maintaining
cars, and owners feel that it is not just to
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have to pay a high license fee when they
bave not the petrol to engble them to use
their vebieles. As has been pointed out,
some people, particularly farmers, are doing
well at present, but they are few in propor-
tion to the large number of owners of pri-
vate cars and those who use their vehicles
fur business puarposes.

The Bill proposes to empower the Gover-
nor to reduce or increase the fees. We do
not know how long the present petrol ration
will he adhered to; there might bhe some
rveliet in the near future. However, it is
hard when people who have to keep their
motorcirs on MHocks are called upon to pay
the full license fee each year. Admittedly
thore are arguments for and against the Bill,
but summed up T think the measure is justi-
fied.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [8.57]: The Bill provides that the
Governor may grant a reduction not exceed-
ing 25 per cent. and may fix different
percentages and periods for and in relation
to different vehicles and different classes or
types of vehicle. Members may rest as-
sured that as far as paossibie jusfice will
he done to all parties.

The problem is a difficult one, but the
Minister is fully alive to the fact that any
reduction in lcense fees will have a detri-
mental effect upon the finaneial position of
loeal governing bodies. If a local anthority
cannot pay its way, there is a call on the
Treasury, so the Government fully realises
what it wonld mean to interfere more than
ean possibly be helped with the finances of
local anthorities. The Government felt thal
motorists should not be charged as much
for their license fees as when they were
in receipt of their full ration of petrol, and
hence the Bill has been introduced.

Question put and passed.

Bill read g second time.

In Commiltee, etr.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill vead a third time and passed.
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BILL—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-Fast) [9.3]:
T congratulate the Minister on placing the
Government omnibuses, trams and troliey-
hoses on a similar {ooting to private in-
dustry. It was grossly unfair for the Gov-
ernment to be able to run its omnibuses,
etc., without contributing anything towards
the cost of maintenance of roads. It is
wise to allow a period of seven years for
the licensing of these omnibuses. They cost
# considerable sum of money, Most mem-
hers were surprised to find the enormous
amount rvequired for the allegedly cheap
Landliner purchased by the Railway De-
partment, which is now being converted to
make it serviceable,

At the same time, I think it is rather
unfair that no transfer of a license for
an omnibus shall be granted wnnless and
natil the board is satisfied that no money
by way of premium or otherwise is to be
given for what might be termed goodwill.
Many private companies started their ser-
vices in the interests of the publie, though
vertainly in the hope that they would bene-
fit themselves later, and they have created
what might be termed a useful service to
_the people and something of value in re-
spect to goodwill. I would like to see that
portion struek out. The measure is long
overdne. No doubt the position ean be
improved. Perhaps after 12 months the
Government may consider the position and,
it necessary, do something further. T sup-
port the second reading.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [9.3]:
I also congratulate the Government on the
introdnetion of this measure. It is a move
in the right direction to grant a license for
seven years, This applies particularly to
the smal] man or the person just beginning
a motor-bus business, because large sums of
money are involved in these concerns. 1
agree with Mr. Thomson on the question of
woodwill, T have a little knowledge of this
subject, It has taken quite a while to build
up many of these businesses, and if the
owners desire o sell, they should be en-
titled to get something for the time and

[214]

2087

money they have gpent. I know of ong bus
service that was conducted for some years at
a considerable loss. Finally, a company
offered the owner a premium for the route,
and it was aecepted. If that premium had
not been fortheoming, the owner would not
have sold, The transfer of the business re-
sulted in great benefit to the distriei and
the people generally, beeause the owners
were able to increase the serviee. Something
should be done in regard to this matter, but
there is not mueh time to move amendments.
It is wrong to cut ont the possibility of
goodwill.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [9.8): T have
a strong objection to the granting of the
seven years' license for an omnihus. That
is actoally selling the people’s hirthright.
It is obvious in the metropolitan area that
in order to bring about the quick convey-
ance of people between Perth and Fre.
mantle the Tramway Department will ulti-
mately have to extend the trolleybuses to
Fremantle,

Hon. Sir Frank Gibson: The department
will lose more money then than now.

Hon. E, H. GRAY: We must consider
the interests of the public. T have, nothing
to say about the Metro Bus Co.; it has done
a good job. Every bus company knows
when it commences business that the Gov-
ernment has the prior right to run traffic
anywhere, either by the railways, the tram-
ways or buses.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Do you not think the
companies ean do a better job if they have
security ¢

Hon. E. H, GRAY: T think the people’s
organisation can give a far better serviee
than the private companies, because the
latter have to make a profit. T{ is now looked
upon as the funetion of Governments to run
transport. We have to consider the people,
not the bus companies or the sharcholders.

Hon, A. Thomson: Are not the companies
providing faeilities for the people?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: Yes, and the people
are paying for them, It would be better
if, uitimately, Govermment transport was
provided. With regard to the seeond part
of Clause 9, it would be a retrograde step
for this Government to show sueh a con-
servative spirit as to be prepared to sell
the people’s birthright to private companies.
T shall support the second reading with ve-
servations.
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [9.12]: The reason for proposed new
Subsection (2} in Clause 9 is really because
of proposed new Subsection (1) of the same
clause. It is a franchise given by the Gov-
ernment to provide an essentisl service. If
we permitted goodwill to be added to the
eost of that service, then obviously the pur-
chaser who paid for goodwill would have to
increase his price to cover the additional
amount paid. 'We had an excellent example
of that earlier in the year when, members
may recall, we had the milk trouble. The
milk vendors were saying that they could
not get enough for their milk, but they were
paying enormous smounts for rounds. Of

course, the consumer had to pay for that -

goodwill,

The milk vendors said, *Any accountant
can come along and he will see that we are
not making anything.” Some, of course,
were losing becanse they had paid such tre-
mendous sums for goodwill. We do not want
that here. If a person sells route X, we do
not want the purchaser saying that he can-
not make it pay because of his capital out-
lay and interest when, in fact, he has paid
a lot for goodwill. Again, why should a
person acquire goodwill from the franchise?
If we did not have Subsection (2), there
would be a lot of argument against the seven
vears’ franchise. Members will agree that
such a franchise for the carrying of people
means a large amount fo the companies.
These concerns deal only with the carriage
of passengers and we want them to have the
minimum overheads possible so that they
can charge as small a fare as is practieable.

Hon. A. Thomson: What do you estimate
i3 the average life of a bus?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That would
all be taken into econsideration in the de-
preciation. Members may reeall the
enormous sums paid by taxi-owners during
the war just for the plates. I do not think
they got their money back from the local
residents, but they did in another way.

Hon. A. Thomson: They got it from the
Yanks.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: And I think
that is the reason for the elause which mem-
bers wiil agree has a laudable objective.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

[COUNCIL]

In Committes,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 8—agreed to,
Clause 9—Repeal and re-enactment of
Section 29:

Hon. E. H. GRAY: T would like to know
whether this clause has been put in at the
request of the bus companies. I have never
heard anyone complain shout the present

_system of licensing and if this clause is

agreed to it will not be fair to the public.
There would be an ontery in the Chief Sec-
retary’s province because everyone is look-
ing forward to the day when they will be
running a trolleybus service to Fremantle.
By passing this clause we will he interfer-
ing with that objective. I infend fo vote
against it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know, but I have no doubt that the bus com-
panies have asked for a much longer period
than seven years. The reason it has been ex-
tended from the 12 months to a period of
seven years is because large sums of money
have to be expended to acquire vehicles. It
cannot be expected that anybody who has
a license for 12 months only would buy new
vehicles becauge their licenses may be can-
celled. The extra period will aliow bus com-
panies to join with local authorities in erect-
ing bus shelters and various other necessary
appurtenances to their business. It would
be foolish for any company to go to greal
expense and aequire new huses when they
had a license for 12 months only.

Hon. A. Thomson: The cost of a bus
these days is about £6,000,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I know it is
very high and that is one of the reasons for

the clause.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Subelause (2) all words after the
word ‘‘gatisfied’’ in line two be atruck out
and the words ‘‘that the transferee is finan-
¢ially qualified to earry out the terms in ac-
cordance with the license’’ inserted in lieu.
I have no interest in or brief for any private
company nor do I own any shares, Mr.
Gray says that we are selling the birthright
of the publie by increasing the term of a
license to seven years. Those who are pro-
vided with a license for seven years will
still have to supply up-to-date vehicles and
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firsi-class travelling facilities but in view
of the enormous cost of new vehicles the
term of 12 months, as it stands at the
moment, is foolish. Many bus companies
have been instrumental in opening up new
areas in the meiropolitan area as well as in
country districts and they should be entitled
to some monetary consideration when they
dispose of their license to some other per-
sons, if they decide to sell out before the
term of their licenses has expired.

It might also he that the owner of a bus
company might die and his estate has to be
wound up. It would be most unjust if no
monetary consideration could be given for
that license especially if the man had built
the company up by his own efforts, If a
man has established 5 business surely it is
worthy of some payment for goodwill
Where a man starts off a small business and
builds it up he does not bave to sell it for
the cost of the goods and fixtures. He is
entitled to goodwill,

Hon. E. M. Davies: You cannot include
the public highways in goodwill.

Hon. A. THOMSON: These people pay
heavy traffie fees.

- The CHAIRMAN: It is diffeult for the
clerks as well as the Chalrman of Com-
mittees to deal with amendments of which we
have no notice and where no copies have been
supplied. If possible members should make
out three eopies of amendments one of whieh
will be for the Chairman of Committees,
one for the Clerk for his minutes and the
other for the Clerk Assistant.

Hen, E, H. GRAY: The hon. member’s
objeetion ¢an he overcome by defeating the
clause and the Bill can then be re-committed
to bring back Seetion 28 which deals with
licenses for 12 months. I think it is im-
possible to agree to the amendmeni be-
cause that subclause is a safeguard for the
giving of this franchise of seven years. If
the clause is passed as it stands, or as it is
proposed to be amended, the proprietors of
bus compamnies will be able to do as they
like. Bus owners in the country distriets
are doing a wonderful job and T do not want
to do anything that wonld adversely affect
them, In other parts like the metropolitan
area where settlement is likely to increase
very rapidly, tramways can do the job far
better as is proved at Fremantle, We shonld
seriously eonsider the position before making
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such a handsome present to private enter-
prise.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Transport is a
serious matter and we should not be asked
to deal with sueh an important question in
five minutes. Amendments should be placed
on the notice paper and if the Minister were
agreeable to postpone the further considera-
tion of the Bill we would have the week-end
to enable that to be done.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
wish unduly to hurry business through, but
it is desired to conclude the work of the
session within the next week, T suggest
that members allow the Bill to go through
and when I move the third reading at the
next sitting it can he recomitted and forther
amendments considered.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clanses 10 to 14—agreed to,
Clause 15—Amendment of First Schedule

to exclude commercial goods vehicles oper-
ated by the Crown or a local suthority and
to include furniture carrying vehicles:

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I move
an amendment—

That a new paragraph be inserted after
paragraph (a) as follows:—

(b) Adding after paragraph three a
paragraph as follows:—

3A, The carriage of bees, bee hives,
honey, bees wax and beckeepers’ re-
quisites and appliances in the course of
the preductieon of honey in a vehicle
owned by the producer thercof.
Paragraph 3 of the First Schedule deals
with commodities that can be earried from
place to place without the necessity for a
special transport license. It was thought
that that paragraph would cover bee farm-
ing, but the Transport Board has ruled
otherwise. It is necessary to transport bees
from one part of the ecountry to another in
search of nectar, hence the necessity for the
amendment, Tt eould possibly be covered by
regulation but the trouble is that the regu-
lation might be repealed and the bee farm-
ers would be in the same position as at
present,

- The Hc;norary Minister for Agrienlture:
You have made out a good ecase.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.
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Bill reported with an amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—COUNTRY TOWNS SEWERAGE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I suggest that the
second reading be adjourned till the next
sitting of the House.

The Chief Seeretarv: No.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [9.40]:
T suggested the adjournment of the debate
hecause the Bill was only tntroduced last
week and T understand that many loeal
anthorities are desirous of econsidering its
provisions. This is an importanf matter
and the (tovernment is to be econgratulated
npon the introduction of the legislation
which will enahle sewerage systems to be
installed in country towns. Much is in-
volved und the local governing authorities
~hould have an opportunity to consider the
Bill. 1t i= all very well to say that it is
quite all vight, but those who will be direetly
affected should know all about it

The representatives of two municipalities
have asked me to get the Committee stage
delayed =0 that some consideration may be
given to the proposal. If the adjournment
of the debate were agreed to, it would make
that possible. T understand other members
have despatched eopies of the Bill to various
local governing bodies hut there has been
no time for any replies fo be reeeived. The
Bill sets out that the Minister ean go into
a district and undertake work whether it
meets with the approvai of the loeal anth-
ority there or not. That does not seem
quite vight.  The Minister said that this
matter was talked about last year but uatil
lerislation is introduced, we can do nothing
sbout it. Appavently the Minister wants
to get the legislation through and T presume
we will have to let it go at that.

Much comment has been expressed regard-
ing the desirability of establishing sewer-
age systems in various districts and we all
agree that that is a very desirable objeetive.
We must remember, however, that country
districts have their finnucial limitations and
already rates have been inereased and people
are paying heavily for their water supplies.
Tn some cases the establishment of sewerage
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systems will be more diffienlt than in others.
Towns adjacent to the sea coast can dis-
pose of the effluent quite easily whereas it
is a different proposition in rural areas.
We have been told that no effluent should
he permitted to be discharged into the sea.
I do not agree with that. We have been
informed that the filter beds were removed
becanse they encouraged the growth of
algae in the Swan River. The effluent from
the Perth sewerage system has nothing at
all to do with that nuisance. I have read
many letters in connection with this matter
and also the advice of experts.

The removal of the filter beds from the
Swan River was not responsible for redue-
ing or cleaning oot the algae from the river.
It was the Town Planning Board that made
provision for the water front. The Town
Planning Commissioner, by his seheme of
deepening the river and eliminzting the shal-
low water, prevented the collection of algae
on the shallow banks in summer, It is nat
the effluent that is the trouble; it is o weed
known in most place as the blanket weed.
I have heard fishermen call it by another
pame. When the water dries up the weed
beromes exposed to the sun; and, particu-
larly where the river bed is muddy, it ewit-
a bhad odour.

Most people wonder what is the eause; it
is nothing but the heat of the sun on this
weed and on slime that forms in the river
bed. . I am quite sure that Mr. Davidson
eould do more in the way of clearing out
the remaindey of the algae in the Swan
River. [ can show members hundreds of
acres of land affected many miles from any
sewerage system, No-one likes to think that
efluent iz heing discharged into any river
or place close to populated districts. How-
ever, I am quite sure that after the effluent
has heen treated through filter heds and has
passed into salt water, no trace of baecteria
or microbes will he found within 100 yard-
of it.

The Bill is an jmportant one. It will do
much for the larger country towns; but T
feel that, if people have to pay for these
schemes, they should have some voice in
their control, 1 do net approve of someone
in Perth having full control of a scheme at
Albany, where there is a local authority agd
where the people have to pay for it. Loeal
governing bodies are just as competent to
earry out their duties as are Government
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departments in Perth, They undertake oner-
ous and responsible duties and probably
could conduet the schemes cheaper than they
could be administered in Perth. We are
told that the Government wil] pay the cost
of the seheme; it may advanee the money,
but that will have to be repaid by the rate-
payers in the district concerned. I snpport
ithe second reading of the Bill.

THE HONORARY MINISTER IOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. (5. B. Wood-—East
—-in reply) [9.49]: I bave no desire to rush
this Bill through the House. I refute the
statemeat thet it is being rushed through
by a Minister. The first reading was passed
on the 10th November in another plaece and
the second reading on the 16th of that month.
T introduced it in this House Just week, and
Mr. Bennetts and My, Loton have had suffi-
cient time to prepare a numher of amend-
ments between them, T think about 120, |}
take it they got these amendments from the
loeal guthorities in their Provinces. If loeal
authorities in places as far away as Kal-
goorlie and the Great Southern district could
do that, I see no renson for complaining of
rushing the measure through.

T shonld like to proceed as far as pos-
sible tomight with the measure: and, if it
is so desired by members, the Bill could
be recommitted on Tuesday to consider any
vlause which a member might wish to de-
bate again. I thiok that proposal is fair
and hope members will agree to it. T have
not much to say in reply. I think the Honse
agrees with the principle of the Bill. It
will be a fine thing for country districts if
this scheme is installed at their command,
and they will be able to implement it. Mr.
Loton said that the scheme must be pro-
ceeded with apace. Of course it will be,
but that will be determined by the quantity
of pipes and other materials which will be
available. We have a Minister who is con-
stantly endeavouring to secure supplies from
all over Australia, as well as from Europe,
Japan and elsewhere. I assure the hon.
member that the supply of pipes will be
speeded up as much as possible. A vast
scheme of this nature will take many years
to complete, but not only are we dependent
on supplies of materials, we also need water
supplies. ’

The only scheme that can he proceeded
with at present is the one at Albany. Mr.
Loton eriticised the sewerage rate and said

2991

that the Treasury shounld aceept the financial
responsibility for this work. After all, the
Treasury is veally the people. Why should
people at Wickepin or Nyabing be called
upon to econtribute to the cost of & sewerage
scheme at Albany or Katanning? That
would be neither equitable nor just. The
people who will receive the benefit of the
scheme should pay for it. I do not think
that country people wounld be pleased to
contribute towards the cost of the sewerage
system in the metropolifan area.

Hon. A. L. Loton: In some places they
pay twice as much as the people in the met-
ropolitan area,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mr. Loton also referred
to the question of making bylaws with re-
spect to various matters, in¢luding the pre-
revibing and defining of the financial year
for any particular distriet. It is most
desirnble that all finaneial years For State
undertakings should not end in June, as this
wounld plade an unbearable burden on the
neeounts sections of the various departments
concerned. At present, the Goldfields Water
Supply’s financial year commences on the
1st January. The rating in drainage dis-
triets also commences on the Ist January,
while irrigation rating is from the 1st July.
The rating of various town water supplies
controlled by the Minister under the Water
Boards Act varies, some dating from the Ist
July, but in the case of Albany, for example,
from the 1st November. It was found neces-
sary some time ago to vary the finameial
vears of various uvndertakings and no inecon-
venience has resulted therefrom.

1t is highly desirable that the financial
year for a sewerage scheme under this legis-
Intion should coincide with the water supply
financial year for the particular town con-
cerned, because by inference under Clause
104, provision is made for the water supply
amd sewerage rate notice to be on one and
the same form, as is the ease with the Metro-
politan Water Supply Department. As re-
rards the penalty provisions of the Bill,
Mr. Loton was also very concerned. The
necessity for penalties must surely be obvi-
ous. They should be severe, as otherwise
they would not act as a deterrent to persons
interfering with these works. I think Sir
Charles Latham said that he conld not put
# washer on his tap at home without ineur-
ring & penalty., That is so, but this mattex
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is of m_ur_-h greater importance. A person The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
interfering with pipes belonging to or de- AGRICULTURE: 1T have gone into that

stroying any portion of sewerage works is
guilty of a serions offence and shounld be
severely punished.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Do you believe in two
penalties for the one crime?

The HONOIZARY MINISTER FOR
AGIICULTURE: No. The Bill does not
provide for two penalties for one crime.
A person may be fined up to £200, or may
be imprisoned for any term not exceeding
12 months. Mr. Loton also complained that
any officer of the Minister could, without
warrant, arrest a person found eommitting
an offence against the Aect or any hylaw,
if he refused to give his name and address.
Any person who would refuse to furnish his
name and address on demand should be put
where he belongs. Mr. Loton also mentioned
the ease of an owner who might take up a
pipe in order to see where a hreak had
ocenrred in the sewerage system. T have
had oeeasion to do that on my own farm,
but thet is a different matter from interfer-
ing with a publie system like this, which
is beyond the capacity of ordinary people
to deal with. The hon. member also men-
tioned that lands and works vested in the
Minister would be exempt from rating by
Ioeal anthorities.

Crown lands are already cxempt from rat-
ing under loeal authority statutes.  Al-
though that is so, it is invariably the case
that when the State is asked to earry out
improvements for the extermination of ver-
min, noxious weeds, ete., on Crown lands,
the request is dealt with, but there would be
no justification for authorising the assessing
of charges for the extermination of such
vermin or noxions weeds. Toecal anthovi-
ties cannot expect to have it in their fav-
our both ways, that is, to be able to assess
rates against the Crown and yet claim im-
munity in respeet to their own land and re-
serves. Mr. Mann spoke about the volume
of water that would he econsumed hy the
scheme. In the metropolitan avea, it is
not generally recognised that water con-
snmption would double itself with sewerage
installation. Much more water is used oy
gardens and lawns than is nsed for sewer-
aga purposes.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Where water
is searce in country districts, I think it
would be advisable to limit the supply.

question, and I have to thank Mr. Cunning-
ham for bringing it before the House, sd
that we can make investigations. He said
that the regulations stipulate that a two-
gallon flush is the minimum allowed for a
normal pedestal. That applies in the metro-
politan area and is likely to operate in
country distriets, The matter will be the
subject of examination by experts to see
whether a one and a half gallon flush could
be successfully used in sewerage schemes in
country distriets where water may be short.
Mr. Fraser said the Bill should provide for

- the work to he done at the request of the

loeal authorities.

In all cases where the Government con-
siders sewerage should bé provided in coun-
try areas the local anthority will be hrought
into the picture. I believe—as do the ex-
peris—that the loeal authorities will make
the demand. T think they will be coming
to the Government to have the scheme in-
stalled. The work now in progress at Albany
was initiated under the Public Werks Act
with the full endorsement of the Albany
Couneil. Tt must be remembered that the
Government will finance the work.

Hon. A. Thomson : But the ratepayers will
pay for it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, in the end, but the
Government is advaneing the money. Mr.
Fraser suggested that the Government should
grant loans to residents, but there is already
provision made for that and for six years
in which repavment is to be made. Mr.
Bennetts has given notice of an amendment
to extend that time. It has been computed
that the average installation will cost about
£70. Surely six years is long enough in
which to pay that sum.

Hon. . Bennetts: On the Goldfields 15
years is provided.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: People there may not be
so well off as they are in many of the
country districts. In view of the prosperity
of the country generally I think six year:
is sufficient.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The period
could be extended in any ease, if there were
justifieation.
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The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I think many people
would pay the £70 outright.

Hon. (. Fraser: Six years was provided
when the cost was only half of what it is
Dow,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am advised that the
cost of sewering a five-roomed house will be
about £70.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: You will not get it
much cheaper than that.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I thiok it will be gener-
ally considered that a six-year period is
long enough. I am not prepared to alter
that provision. Mr. Bennetts said the Bill
was a dietatorial measure and he referred
to the faet that Clanse 21 provides a pen-
alty not exceeding £50 for the loeal
authority. Failure of a local authority to
notify the Minister of the intention to alter
the level of a street might involve serioms
consequences and even lead to an epidemie.
Hence the penalty is necessary, although X
do not think it would ever be imposed. A
similar penalty, provided in other statutes,
has never had to be imposed and I think
that will apply in this case. Mr., Bennetts
also said that the payment of 4d. per folio
for the copy of the rate-book was insuffi-
cient. Perhaps 6d. would be a fair thing,
if Mr. Bennetts presses the point. I think
Mr. Thomson misunderstood me when he
said that the ratepayers would have to pay
a minimum rate of 3s. That is the maxi-
mum, not the minimum.

Hon. A. Thomson: Up to 3s.%

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, that is the maxi-
mum. Mr. Thomson also objected to eoun-
try road hoards not having been given noti-
fieation of this legislation. Tt is a Govern-
ment measure that has been mooted for a
long time and I do not think it is the re-
sponsibility of the Government to notify
local aunthorities in a case such as this.
Members of another plaee, where the mea-
sure was introduced nearly three weeks ago,
represent country districts and if they did
not notify the loeal authorities perhaps they
have fallen down on their job. It should
not be for members of this Chamber, a fort-

night later, to bear that respomsibility, as

apparently they have.
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Hon. A, L. Lolon: Not one of the local
authorities knew about the measure.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: We cannot hold up legis-
lation of this kind indefinitely because the
local anthorities do not know about it, The
Kalgoorlie Council has apparently sent along
a few amendments, as have alSo other local
authorities on the Great Southern. Mr.
Thomson said emphatically that the Bill was
drastie. It is based on three or four other
Acts and it was considered preferable to
have aill the relevant provisions centained
in one measure instead of those concermed
having to consult four or five Acts, The
Bill is buolky, but that is desirable,
as it allows all the provisions to be
consolidated in one piece of legislation.
I do not agree that the measure is
at all drastie. It is well-known that there
is insnfficient water in many country dis-
triets for the purposes of this scheme but,
as water, material and labour become avail-
able, T feel sure the job will go on.

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the

Honorary Minister for Agriculture in charge
of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clanse 3—Interpretation:

Hon, A. L. LOTON: I would like to
know why; in the definition of “owner,” the
Crown should not be included as an owner.
It receives rent for properties that are
leased or hired to individuals or associations
and I fail to see why it should not be classed
4s an owner.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: In many other statutes
the Crown is not considered to be an owner.

Hon, G. Bennetts called attention to the
state of the Committee,

Bells rung and a quoram formed.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The Government
provides homes for many of its employees
in country distriets. Why should it be
exempt in this regard?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I see no
object in the Crown being considered an
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owner. Why should the Crown pay itself’
The Crown does not tax itself. I feel sure
that the Public Works Department in Perth
pays no sewerage rate.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The explanation
given is not satisfactory. If sn ordinary
householder mmst pay a sewerage rate,
surely a (Government department should pay
a similar rate. This is embraeing small
counfry towns and is a point that has bheen
raised.

Hon J. M. A. Cunningham: Country
towns which have a pan system have to
pav for that service.

The Chief Secvetary:
the serviee.

Hon. A, THOMSONXN: I am wondering
what is the position as far as the rating is
concerned.

Hon. A. 1. LOTON: The Title of this
Bill is the Country Towns Sewerage Act,
1948, and I am referring to the definition
applving to this Bill, not as applyving to
other Aets. I fail to see why the Crown
should not share the responsibility in other
svstems.

The Chief Secretary: The Crown is doing
the whole thing; it i sewering the whole
place.

Hon. A. L. LOTON:
it?

The Chief Secretary: Everybody.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The Minister’s ex-
planation is different from that given by
the Honorary Minister for Agrienlture, I
would like the point cleared up.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The Government is ad-
vancing money and it will be paid back by
the people using the scheme. It has always
been the custom that the Crown cannol
charge the Crown. Mr. Thomson is quite
right. 1 have been on road boards and have
been annoyed when certain people have
been exempted from paying rates. Tt is
net unreasonable that the Crown should pay
something.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: In Kalgoorlie, the
railways have a septic tank system and, al-
though the sewerage scheme was installed,
they would not link up because they would
have had to pay the sewerage rates.

Yes, they pay for

Who is paving for

[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If members
will read Clause 47, they will find that cer-
tain land is exempt from rvates.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 10—agreed to.

Clause 11—Minister may construet works:

Hon. A. THOMRBONX :
ment—

That at the end of Subclanse (1) the fol-
lowing proviso be added:—‘'Provided that
the Minister ahall not exercise any of such
powers in any sewerage aren where the local
autherity in whose distriet such sewerage
aren is situate is itself desirous of undertak
ing such works.’

I move an amend-

T did critieise this measure as being some-
what dictatorial and T do not withdraw that
statement because the powers in the Bill
give the Public Works Department the right
to say, “We are going to sewer thig partica-
lar distriet.” Many of the couniry towns
are in what might be termed a statie con-
dition. The metropolitan area is expand-
ing every year and what is applicable there
is not quite suitable to a small country town
or a town which may decide that it would
be more economieal in the long run to under-
take the conmstruction of its own sewerage
scheme. It would, of conrse, require to
have authority and the plans approved by
the Public Works Department.

Realising that the Government will do the
work according to the Bill, it is the rate-
payers in these towns who must faece the
expense, not the department or the Govern-
ment. As the ratepayers are liable to be
taxed up to the rate of 3s. in the pound that
may mean a considerable load on the people.
However, if the ratepayers are willing ta
accept that responsibilify, that is all right.
While the Minister has said he eould not
believe the department would step in and
say, “Wo are going to sewer this distriet”
it has the power, but I assume it would
discuss the matter with the road board or
the municipality. Loeal authorities gener-
ally can administer the affairs of a country
town much more economically than can the
head of a department. I hope the Commit-
tee will pass the amendment.

Hon, G. BENNETTS: This amendment
will suit the Kalgoorlie district because half
the town is already sewered. If we have
to sewer the other part we will be able to
do so by virtue of this amendment I
think it is a good one.
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The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not see mueh harm
in this amendment. Later on there is a
provision for the local authority to objeet
if it does not want a scheme. There is no
provision for the local aunthority to under-
take the work if it so desires. 'While there
is no harm in the amendment, I cannot
visualise & local anthority taking such work
on when the department has sll the experts
and matorial available to do the job.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as ameuded, agreed to,

Clause 12—Preliminaries to construction:
Hon, A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment—

That after the word ‘‘Minister’’ in line 9

of paragraph (a) the words ““and of the loeal
authorities’’ he inserted.
Anyone interested should be able to wview
the plans, ete., at the office of the local
agthority instead of baving to go to the
office of the Minister.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I have no objeetion to
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 13—Plans, etc., open to inspection.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘'on payment of the pre-
scribed fee'' be struck out, and the words
“‘free of charge’' inserted in licu.

Why should a fee be demanded of anyone
wishing to see the plans? Such an impost
is quite unnecessary.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I have no objection to
the amendment which, I suppose, is in order,
seeing that it will affect the revenue.

Amendment pat and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clausa 14-—agreed to.

Clanse 15-—Governor may authorise con-
stroction of works:

Hon. A. THOMSON: I do not like the
wording of paragruph (d), which wounld
give the Minister supreme power, but in
view of the amendment already agreed to,
there is probably sufficient safeguard for
those who might legitimately objeet to a
scheme, ‘
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Hon, A, L. LOTON: Seemingly the
Minister wounld receive objections and there
would be no appeal to a higher authority.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Tbe Minister would not
be likely to undertake work to which the
local people wounld object. The position is
well safeguarded.

Clause pnt and passed.

Clause 16-—Powers of Minister:

Hon. A, 1. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of paragraph (f) after the

word ‘‘land’’ the words ‘‘and recondition’’
be inserted.
There seems to he no provision for recon-
ditioning streets after they have been broken
up. Loeal authorities should not have to
hear the cost,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The amendment is quite
nnnecessary as Clause 20 makes full pro-
vision for the reinstatement without delay
of streets that have been broken up.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. A, L. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment—

That after the word ‘‘discharged’’ in line
1 of paragraph (g) the words ‘‘after effec-
tive treatment of sewage’’ be inserted.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: This amendment also is
unnecessary as provision is made for it
elsewhere in the Bill

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 17 to 20-—agreed to.

Clause 21-—Laocal authorities {o give par-
ticulars as to levels:

Hon. A, THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That Bubelause (4) be struck out.

The penalty of £50 is rather severe. The
Minister said this is in the metropolitan
Act, bot as far as we know it has pever
been applied. |

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTRE: This is only a safeguard
against a careless road board, After all it
i & maximom. As far as I know it has
never been applied.

' Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 22 and 23—agreed to.
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Clause 24—Minister to keep sewer
qleansed ;

Hon, A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 5 of Bubelause (2) after the
word ‘‘but’’ the word ‘‘not'’ be inserted.
X is unfair that a water beard should do
work at the request of the Minister, at its
owWD expense,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I can sssure Mr. Loton
that if the responsibility is taken from the
water board there will be no sewerage seheme
in the particular town ¢oncerned.

Amendment pul and negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 25—agreed to.

Clause 26—Maps of sewerage districts:

Hon. A. L. LOTON: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line ¥ after the word ‘‘Minister’’
the words ‘“‘and local authority’’ be inserted.

This follows on a previous amendment of
mine,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: This is not the same, by
any means, as the other amendment. The
previons one dealt with the position before
any works were carried out, but this deals
with it after sewerage works have heen
established. It would not be in the best in-
terests of every one to have the plans at
the local authority’s office. There would be
a copy at the office of the loeal water board
which would look after this sort of work.
The amendment is unnecessary.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I do pob think the
Honorary Minister has considered Mr.
Thomson’s amendment by which works ean
be undertaken by a local authority.

The Honorary Minister for Agrienlture:
In that ease it is the loeal authority’s pigeon.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: My amendment is
in order in those eircumstances.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It is not necessary!

Hon. A. THOMSON : The amendment is
quite reasonsble. Why should we have to
eome to Perth to see these maps?

The Honorary Minister for Agrienlture:
You wonld not.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There would be a copy
of the plan in the distriet.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. THOMSON: I em assuming
there is a local sewerage board and that
plans have been prepared ai the request of
the local authority, and the work done by
the Sewerage Department. On completion,
the work should be handed over to the local
sewerage board. All that is being asked is
that & copy of the map shall be kept at the
office of the local authority. Why there
should be any objection to this passes my
comprehension.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: There are two types of
sewerage works as a resul of Mr. Thomson's
amendment. The orthodox type will prevail
in nipely-pine per cent. of cases and the
other one per cent. will be done by the
local authority, if there will be that one per
cent, In the case of sewerage works carried
out by the loeal authority, I have no objec-
tion to the plans being at the office of that
loeal authority. But we are now dealing
with the general set-up. The hon. member
ean provide for plans to be at the office of
the loeal authority where the local authority
carries out the work. He can consider
moving an amendment to that effect when
the Bill is recommitted. I will agree to that
for the time being. What another place will
think about it, I do not know,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 8
Noes 13
Majority against 5
AYES.
Hoo. H. Hearn Hon. A. Th
Hop. Sir C. G. Lotham Hon. H, Tug?ea;n
Hon, A. L. Luton Hom., H. K. Watson
Hon. H, L. Roche Hon. W, J. Mann
: (Peller.)
Noes,
Hon, 3. Beanetts Hon. Sir F. E. Glbson
Hon. B. J. Boylen Hon. 3. W. Miles
Hon, L. Orsig | Hon. H. 8. W, Parkar
Hon,J. M Gunmnzham Hon. 0. H, 8impson
Hon. B. M. Davies Houn, 3. B. Wood
Hon. R. M. Forrest Hon. B. H Gray
Hon. G, Fraser (Tel!tr)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 27 to 36—agreed to.

Clause 37—Persons liable for payment
for compulsory drainage may agree to pay
by deferred payments.
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Hon. G. BEXNETTS: I move an amend-
ment-—

That in line 9 of Subelause (1) the words

“‘twenty-four’’ be strizek out and the word
fiforty?? inserted in lieu.
My board has asked me to put forward this
amendment because it considers that 24
quarterly instalments do not allow sufficient
time and it is desired to extend the period
to 10 years or 40 quarterly instalments,

The HONORARY MINISTER YOR
AGRICULTURE: I cannot agree to the

amendment. There is plenty of money abount
today and to alter this to 10 years would
be ridiculous. Tt will only be a sum of
about £70.

Hon. A. Thomsom: It may be £100,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: What is £10 a year when
a person has facilities such as these. I am
sure that 9¢ per cent. of the people would
sooner pay the amount borrowed quickly
than have it dragging over 10 years. This
provision is similar to that operating in the
metropolitan area and it has been estimated
that for & five-roomed house the present-day
cost for sewerage would be about £70.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I do nof think the
Minister’s statement is correct. Sewerage
installations on the Goldfields for three and
four-roomed houses cost about £60 pre-war.
Sinee then the eost has jumped about 50
per cent. and I would say that the cost of
installing sewerage in a five-roomed house
would be about £80 or £90. TUnder the
schema on the Goldfields, people were al-
lowed to pay for these facilities over 13
years and I think redueing it fo 10 years
is quite & reasonable proposal,

Hon. A. THOMSON : We must remember
that we are dealing with people who aré
not able to pay cash for everything they
get and it is essential that such people have
due consideration. Houses which pre-war
could be rented for 15s. a week are now
costing 35s. and 37s. 6d. When a man is
on the basic wage and you add that cost
to his yearly commitments it beecomes a seri-
ous problem. I know that in a small honse
in which my wife was interested it cost
about £60 to have the sewerage installed
to the bath; it was already conneeted to the
w.c. That was some time ago and with the
cost of materials going up the cost today
would be at least £70 and probably more.
I ask the Minister to aceept the amendment
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because it provides for people who are not
in a position to pay eash. A lot of these
pecple may not wish to continue paying
over such a long period but it will at leust
give them an opportunity of doiag so if
they wish.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: One would think to hear
the remarks of Mr. Thomson that provision
is not being made for extended payments,
For repayment over six years it will cost
about £3 a year.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: How do you
mean?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: With 24 payments it
means less than £3 2 year.

The CHATRMAN: I think the Honorary
Minister means £3 per quarter.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: No, £3 a year.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: It is €12 g
year or £3 a quarter.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is correct but in
any case what are they going to save by
having the extended periodd

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I de
not know where the Minister got his figures
from but I know that ten or 12 yeary ago
the cost of connecting wp with an existing
system at Nedlandg was £60. The Honorary
Minister eonsiders that the six-year period
is reasonable but, of ecourse, those who ean
will pay cash, otherwise interest charges
will have 1o be paid that will probably
represent 4 per cent or 5 per cent, As to
people who have Jarge families, they may re-
quire g more extended period, and I do nat
think the department would press them un-
duly. The eost will be £12 a year with, of
course, a Tebate of €5 that will be saved on
the pan system, which means that £7 a year
has to be met, plus interest.

Hop. 6. BENNETTS: 1 question the
Minister's figures and point out to him that
at Kalgoorlie the charge for the pan system
is 3s. 6d. a month and that ineludes the
rubbish service,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: My figures were sup-
plied by the Public Works Department, and
I do not think it would supply me with
inaceurate details.
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Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 8
Majority for 5
AYEE,
Hon. . Bennetts Hon. A. L. Loton
Hoen. R. J, Boylen Hon. H. L. Roche
Houn. J. M. Cunaingham Hon. A. Thomaon
Hon. E. M, Davies Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon, G. Fraser Hon, H, K. Watson
Hon, E. H. Gray Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. H. Hearn {Toiler.)
NoEs,
Hon. L. Oraig Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Hou. Bir F. E. Gibson Hon, F. R, Welsh
Hon. 8ir C. Q. Latham Hon. G. B. Wood
Hono. G. W. Miles Hon. 0. H. Simpson
(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Hon, A, L. LOTON:
ment—

That in line 1 of Subeclause (2) after the
word “‘such’’ the word ‘'lesser’’ be inserted.
The Government may decide to impose a
gmaller rate, but there is no provision for
that to be done.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not think the
amendment is necessary but, as the purpose
is evidently to provide that the interest shall
not be greater than 5 per cent., I raise mo
ohjection to it

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 38 to 47—angreed to.

Clause 48—Rate books:

Hon. A. I, LOTON: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 3 the word

struck out.
It the amendment be agreed to, the rate
book will disclose all the land in the district.
Later on provision is made for the local
aunthorities to forward to the Minister
particulars of all land that becomes ratable.
My object is to save a lot of work at a
later stage.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I cannot understand the
reason for the amendment. Why cluiter up
the rate book with a lot of land that is not
ratsble?

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: And never
will be. _

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: This will cover ceme-

I move an amend-

‘‘ratable’’ be

[COUNCIL.]

teries, railway reserves and so om. [ cer-
tainly do not think the Committee will accept
this amendment, which will impose a lot of
work on loeal avthorities that will be abso-
lutely useless.

Hon. H. K. Watson: This threatens to
become nearly as silly as motor control!

Amendment put and n_egaj;ived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 49 to 51—agreed to.

Clause 52—NRate book to be made up in
each financial year and open to inspection:

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I want to gquery the
incluston of the words “as early as may
be.” Why cannot we stipulate thai the rate
book shall be made up within a stipulated
number of days after the end of the
financial year, instead of merely “as early
As may be "

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: There is no amendment
before the Committee. 1 see no objection
to the elause.

Clause put and passed,
Clauses 53 to 62—agreed to.

Clause §3—Appeals to the Minister:

Hon. A. L, LOTON: Under the Municipal
Corporations Act, on an appeal apainst
rates, only one-quarter of the amount of
rates is payable on lodging the notice of
appeal. The clause provides that half the
rates shall be paid.

Hon. Sir Charles Lathamn: One moiety is
is payable under the Municipal Corporations
Act.

Hon. A, L, LOTOXN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of Swbelause (3) the word
‘¢gne-half’’ be struck out, and the word ‘‘one-
quarter’’ inserted in Meu.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mr. Loton’s ounly argu-
ment is ‘that under the Act only one-quarter
of the rates has to be paid on lodging the
appesl, TUnder hotk the Couniry Areas
Water Supply Aect and the Metropolitan
Water Supply Act, provision is made that
one-half the rates shall be paid. The amend-
ment is not justified.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 64-—agreed to,
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Clanse 65—Hearing of appeal:

Hon, A. THOMSON: This clause is
rather stringent. It provides that the deci-
sion of the local court on any appeal ishall
be final. In order to test the feeling of the
Committee I move an amendment—

That Subelause (3) be struck out.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I think it most unlikely
that an appeal would be taken to the
Supreme Court, the Full Couri or the High
Caurt on a matter of rates, There may have

been such appeals, but 1 have not beard of
them.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 66 and 67—agreed to.

Clause 68—Amount of rate:

Hon. A. L. LOTON: This clause, so far

as I am concerned, is the main clause of the

Bill, because it seeks to differentiate hetween
town and country. Under the Metropolitan
‘Water Supply Aect, sewerage and storm-
water rates fogether in one year shall not
exeeed 1s. 6d., and 3d. in the £ on the
capital unimproved valne of the land rated
where the valuation is based on the capital
unimproved value of the land. That was
in 1909 and it was amended in 1925 to give
a maximum sewerage rate of 1s. 6d. on the
annunal ratable value of land rated, or 3g. in
the £ on the eapital unimproved value of the
land and a storm water rate not exceeding 5d.
The Bill provides for a maximum rate of
3s. in the £, which is double what people in
the metropolitan area have heen eompelled
by legislation to pay. I take exception to
that provision. I can quite understand the
view that seems to be taken that country
people must carry the finaneial burden in
almost every instance, but I do not agree
that the eountry is flourishing. Although
there is a lot of money in eirenlation ifs
value is diminishing. I wish to quote the
remarks of the member for Williams-Narro-
gin, the present Minister for Works, who in
the Assembly in 1945 is reported in “Han-
sard” to bhave said:—

I remind members that Mr. Dunstan, in-his
Jast Budget, required uniformity in the price
of electric current in all and every part of
the State where it is being or may be distri-
buted. That is a most inspiring policy, and
the time is not far distant when much more
will be said in favour of having umiform
priees for quite 3 number of commodities
more or lesg of the type of electricity.

2009

I move an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (a) of Sub-
clause (1) the words ‘‘three shillings’'’' be
struck out, and the words ‘‘one shilling and
sixpence’’ ingerted in lieu.

Hon, G. BENNETTS: 1 support the
amendment. The Kalgoorlie council at pre-
sent has a rate of 1s. in the £ for sewerage,
1s. 9d. general and 6d. health rate. The
maximum permissible under the Act is 2s.
6d.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The amendment, if car-
ried, would deprive certain country towns of
a sewerage scheme as it would make its fin-
ancing impossible. The Minister would not
agree to the work being undertaken if the
maximum rate was 1s. 6d. in the £,

Hon. A. L, LOTON: I am surprised at the
explanation given and am surprised also at
the Minister for Works not taking the loeal
anthorities into consideration in the propo-
sal. Anything wanted in the country must
apparently be paid for at an excess rate.
In the case of nearly all public works the
maximum charge beeomes the minimum.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The 3s. is to be the maxi-
mum, and not the minimum charge. In Kal-
goorlie, where the maximum 1s 1s. 9d., the
actual charge is 1s. ¥ do not desire to see
the Bill ruined by this amendment and I
hope the Committee will reject it.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes . .. . 7
Noes .. .. .. . 10
Majority against .. . 3
AYES.
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. A, Thomsoao
Hon. J. M. Cunningham | Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. A. L. Loton Hon. €. H. Simpaon
Hen, H. L. Roche (Teller.;
Nogs,
Hon. R. J. Boglen Hon, Sir C. G, Latham
Hon. 1. Craig Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon., E. M. Davies Hon. H, 8§, W. Parker
Hon. 8ir F. E. Glbhaon Hon. G. B. Woed
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. H. K. Watson
{Teller.)

i

Amendment thus negatived,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 69 to 82—agreed to.

Clause 83—Land may be sold for arrears
of rates, ete., remaining unpaid for five
vears:

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment— -

That in line 3 of paragraph (a) of Sub-
claungse (2) the words ‘‘private contract’! ha
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struck out and the words ‘‘public tender’’
inserted iz liew.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The hon. member has
put up no argument in favour of the amend-
ment. 1 do not know whether he thinks
there might be some improper practices,

Hon. A. L. Loton: Make your own deeci-
sions.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: There is a proviso that
the land shell not be sold by private contract
until it has first been offered for sale by
publie anetion.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 84 to 88—agreed to.

Clause BY—Power to transfer or convey
lend:

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I move an amendment—

That in line 29 after the word ‘‘Common-
wealth’’ the words ‘‘or Btate’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed lo.

Clause 90 to 92—agreed to.

Clanse 93— Application of porchase
money :

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I move an amendment—

That the paragraphs ‘‘Thirdly’’ and
¢¢Fourtbly’’ be struck out and the following
inserted in lieu:—

Thirdly—In payment of all unpaid
moneys owing for rates and taxes and any
vosts or other moneys due to or imposed by
the Crown in the right of the State or any
Department, Agency, Iustrumentality or
Braneh of His Majesty'’s (Hovernment of
the State ineluding the Government Agency
Department of the Rural and Industries
Bank of Western Australia and also in
payment of all moneys for unpaid rates
dne to or imposed by the Municipal Coun-
¢il or Road Board and the Liocal Authority
under the Health Act, 1911-1944 in respect
of the land at the time of the sale.

Provided that where the moneys remain-
ing after the payments provided for firstly
and secondly herein have been made are
not sufficient for the payment in full of all
the rates, taxea and other moneys men-
tioned and provided for in this paragraph
sach moneys shall be distributed between
the Crown, the Department, the Agency,
the Branch, the Municipal Council or Road
Board and the Local Health Authority pro
rata with the amounta of their claims re-
speetively. '

The object of this amendment is to ensure

that the State has first priority on all money,
Té w1l hemina tha loral anthoarvite thae hank

_the other!

[COUNCIL.]

and the State all into line with respect to the
sale of Jand. They will all share the pay-
ment of the money pro rata.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I agree with the
amendment as the Kalgoorlie Road Board
had requested me to move an amendment
respecting the paragraphs. The board de-
cided to have those moneys divided between
the Water Supply Department, the barnk
and the municipality.

Amendment put and passed.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I move an amendment—

That in line 1 of the proviso after the word
“‘provided’’ the word ‘‘also’’ be inserted.

Amendinent put and passed; the clavse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 94 to 110—agreed ta.

Clause 111—Penalty for refusing fo give
up possession of works:

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The clause pro-
vides for a pecuniary penalty as wéll as
imprisonment. Surely it shonld be one or
I move an amendment—

That in line 7 the word ‘‘and’’ he atruck
out and the word *for’’ inserted in lieu,

Hon. G. FRASER: If the amendment
were passed, the penalty could be fine or
imprisonment, and I do not think I have
seen any mesasurc that has not incladed both.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : If Mr. Loton
read the Criminal Code, he would see that
an offender is liable to both fine and im-
prisonment,

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 112—Offenders may be arrested:

Hon, A. L. LOTON: Under the clause,
any officer may, without warrant, arrest any
person found committing an offence if the
offender refuses to give his name and
address, The elause is too drastie, and
shonld be struck out.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I agree that the
clause should be struck out. If the officer
had not a warrant, it is questionable whether
he would have the right to effect an arrest.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Does Mr. Loton think
that any person strolling in the vicinity of
sewerage works would be grabhed? The
clanse relates fo a person who is found
commitiing an offence ‘and refuses to give
his name gnd address. This Chamber should
stand for the protection of public property,

R R . R ———. P
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Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: Seem-
ingly, s citizen could be arrested by a work-
man. To me the clause appears to be too
drastie.

Hon. H. HEARN: I agree that the clause
should be struck gut. There is something to
be said for the sanctity of property, but
there is more to be said for the liberty of
the individual,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If a man
were committing an offence in King’s Park,
the controller would arrest him withoyt ask-
ing his name and hand him over to the
nearest policeman. Yhat would Mr. Hearn
do if he fonnd a man eommitting an offence
on his premises? Should a vandal be allowed
deliberately to damage public property
without being apprehended?

Hen. H. L. ROCHE: It is very arbitrary
to provide that a public servant employed
by the Minister may demand & man’s name
and address and have power to arrest him
for refusing, while at the same time we have
a Police Foree.

The Chief Secretary:
copied from ofher Acts.

The HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTURE: Tf Mr. Roche saw a man
setting fire to his property, he would stop
him and put him where he ought to be. The
clause ix only commonsense.

Hon. G. FRASER: No man would permit
another man to destroy his property. In
this case, the man would only he arrested
if he refused {o give his name and address.

Hon, A. L. Loton: Would you be pre-
pared to give your name and address to
any Tom, Dick or Harry who asked for it?

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow these
conversations across the Chamber. Each
member is entitled to speak not once, but
many times, A member should be allowed to
speak without interruption.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: T am sorry I trans-
gressed, Mr. Chairman. I ask Mr. Fraser,
through you, whether he would be disposed
to give his name and address to any person
if he were not breaking the law.

Hon. G. Fraser: I am not ashamed of my
name and address and will give them to any-
body whe wants to know them,

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I am not prepared
to give my name and address to a P.W.D.
officer.

This ¢lause 1s
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Hon. G. BENNETTS: Why make a
policeman of employees? That is not done
in the case of shoplifting.

Hon. L. Craig: It is.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: One would have to
be careful in arresting a person, as it might
lead to tromble.

Hon. Bir CHARLES LATHAM: I am
surprised at the opposition to the clause.
The anthority is piven to arrest = person
only if that person is committing an offence.

Hon. J. M. A, Cunningham: Why not re-
port him?

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Suppose
this happened at Bruce Rock and the police-
man was away serving a summonsg!

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: It would be
easier to warn the man than to arrest him,

Hon. L. CRATG: 1, toe, am surprised at
the attitude of some members to this elause.
A shopwalker wonld speedily arrest a shop-
lifter who was stealing goods and hold him
until the police arrived. Anvbody damaging
publie property should be apprehended.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. o 14
Noes - . . 6
Majority for 8
AYES.
Hon, R, J. Boylen Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. L, Oraig Hon. @. W. Miles
Hon. B, M. Davies Hon. H, 8. W. Parker
Hon. @, Frager Hon 0. H. 8impson
Hon. Sir F. E. Gibson Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. . B. Wood
Hon. Sir C. G. Latham Hon. H. Tuckey
{Teillor.)
Nozs, "
Hon, J. M. Cunningham Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon, H, Hearn Hon. A, Thomson
Hon, A, L, Loton Hon. G. Beonetts
(Teller.)

Clause thus passed.

Clauses 113 to 120, Schedules 1 to 4, Title
—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—ACTS AMENDMENT
(INCREASE OF FEES),

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.
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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. 8.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban): I
move—

That the House at ita rising adjourn till
Tuesday the 7th December, at 3 p.m.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 12.37 a.m. (Friday).

Tiegislative Aszembly.

Thursday, 2nd December, 1948.
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QUESTIONS.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS.
As to Costing System.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) How many meetings have been ar-
ranged between the C.M.E. branch Govern-
ment workshops and shop stewards to dis-
cnss the new costing system?

(2) Did the C.M.E, promise to diseuss the
new system monthly, and fail to carry oms
this promise?

(3) Is it the intention of the C.M.E. to
cal] any further meetings?

The MINISTER replied:
{1} One.

{2) At the meeting, held in March, the
Chief Mechanical Engineer promised to hold
a further meeting towards the end of April
if such could be arranged. However, the
exigencies of the service prevented this, and
with the smooth working of produetion con-
trol, with which costing is allied, a further
meeting was considered unnecessary.

(3) Yes, if the joint union executive de-
sires it, or the Chief Mechanical Engineer
considers a further meeting desirable.

MILEK.,
As to Contribulions to Compensation Fund.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands:

{1) What persons or firms holding ven-
dors’ or treatment licenses have not contri-
buted to the Compensation Fuond the as-
sessed amounts required as contributicns
from them under the Milk Aet?

{2) What amounts are outstanding iz
each casef

(3) What action, if any, is it proposed
to take to adjust matters equitably befween
licensees who have paid contributions to the
Compensation Fund and those who have
not ?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) The following persons and
firms holding vendors’ and treatment licenses



